Security Pact 
Eludes Arab States 


CAIRO -- An Arab League committee has failed to 
agree on a security and cooperation pact aimed at 


preventing crises such as the 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait, officials said Wednesday. 

"Objections were raised by Arab states to vari- 
ous points of the project, including the name of 
the pact, blocking a reconciliation formula," an 
Arab delegate told AFP. 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


President Recommends Impartiality 
in Presidential Elections 


eight-year Iraqi imposed war 
(1980-1988) and the conseruction 
era are indicative of the people's 
prexencë at the scene and avcurd- 
ing to the constirution the votes of 
the people are the criteria for the 
good of the Islamic Repuhlic of 
Iran. (Cod on Pg 14} 


Besharati, governor yentrals of 
the provinces and the executive 
directors of the Interior Ministry, 
the president said tht Islamic Re- 
public af Iran is of popular naturè 
and the effective role of every in- 
dividual in the victory of the Is- 
lamic Pevolution. in the course of 


1st Phase of TPC 
Becomes Operational 


here yesterday, cited the reasons 
for establishing the complex as to 
achieve self-sufficiency in produc- 


ing pexroethemicals. to activate the 
country’s plastic and tire indus- 
tries, to meet the needs of the 
domestic markers, to create job 
opporrunities, to prevenr the OUI- 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


بوا سی شان ب درا ن تو ب 


ص 


erne 


By F. Dada 
TABRIZ — On the occasion of the 


18th anniversary of the victory of 


the flame Revolution, the first 
phase of the gigantic Tabriz Petro- 
chemical Complex (TPC ) came 
on stream. 

The TPC Managing Director 
Abbas Sedqi, at a press conference 


z’"afan & Janbazan Foundation of I.R. of Iran 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani bere on 
Wednesday recommended the In- 
terior Ministry officials to exer- 
cise impartiality in the presidential 
elections slated for May 23. 

In a meeting with Minister of 
tha Interior Ali ?1ohammad 


Caditor 


FTF 


ALCATEL 


TELECOM 


OR inêé of Ates ۰ 


Alcatel Telecom 
(Alcatel SEL AG.) 


Please be informed of the new address of 
our main office including Commercinl 


Dept. as follows: 
No. 121, Motahari Avenue 
Tehran 15769 - Iran 
P.O. BOX 14155 -1759 
Tel: 8754480 - 3 
` Fax: 8757322 
The Adminîstration & Technical Department of this 


branch office will remain at the old locations. 


CORRECTION. 


nı ouır yesterday's issue, dated Feb. 26, in the Mostaz afan and 
J Janbazan Foundation's advertisement on page 1, the figure 6.5 
tons’ should be read ‘6.5 million tons, The mistake is regretted. 


4 Page Special XKssue Xnside 
.20 PAGES, PRICE 200 RIALS 
YOL. XVII; 270; THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27, 1997; ESFAND 9, 1375; SHAVAL 19, 1417 


Isruel Approves 
New jewish 
Selilemenfs 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — The 
Israeli government approved 
Wednesday the building of anew 
Jewish neighborhood in East Bait- 
ul-Moqaddas, which Palestinians 
have warmed will spark violent 
Protests, officials said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyabu chaired a minis- 
terial meeting in 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas which gave the 
green light for the construction 
project. 

Israel will push abead 
with a controversial plan to build 
new Jewish homes in annexed East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas. Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy said Wednesday, 
warning the internationa] commu- 
nity not to interfere. 

Winding up a three-day visit t0 
Beijing, during which he dis- 
cussed the status of the Middle 
East peace process with senior 
Chinese leaders, Levy brushed 
aside Palestinian protests against 
the construction plans. 


(Contd on Pg. 14} 
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Boushehr International Airport Termînal, the|. 
Center for Classîfyîng Parcels, are among other’ 
projecls to be inaugurated during the president] 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


a President Off to 


Boushehr Province 
. Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — President. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
left here for Boushehr Province today to inauigurate] 
640 infrastructural and development projects 


which cost 4,000 biffiori rials. 


visit to:1he province. 


th Meeting of ECO Regional 
Planning Council Opens 


In hiş inaugural address, the 
Iranian Vice-President and head of 
Plan and Budget Organization 


(PBO), Hamid Mirzadeh, empha- 


sized that participation of ali ECO. 


members in such meetings would 
prepare the ground for their fur- 
ther regional cooperation. 

He added that the determivarion 
of ECO members to strengthen 


multi-faceted «cooperation in the 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Tehran Tines Service 


TEHRAN — The seventh meetin 
of the rêgir! planning council of 


the Economic Cooperation Or- 
zanization (ECO) opened in Te- 
hran von Wednesday with the 
participation of representatives 
from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tur- 
key. Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajik- 
istan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and 
Azerhaiian. 


Zionist Soldier Shooting, 
Choking Palestinian to Death 


to death a man who had come to 
the aide of a neighbor the soldiers 


HIZMEH, West Bank -- Palestini- 
ans lere Wednesday accused Is- 


rauzlî ayenrs of heating aad choking 


Bait-ul-Moqaddas (feb. 25): A veiled Palestinian woman tries to 
comfort the children of Mohammed Abdel Aziz Abu Halawi, a 
Palestinian who was killed by Israeli soldiers 


IAFP PHOTO) 


Feb, 21 (Esfand 9), the Anniversary of Imam Khomeini’s Decree and ۴ 
Creation of Mostaz’afan & کک‎ Foundation Is Celebrated. 


Mosiuz ofan & juniuzan FoundutigG 
Rials During ihe Firs! ESEROMIE, 


Public Relations of Mosta 
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Interior Ministry Officials Call On Speaker Judiciary | 


Tekrar Tines Service 


TEHRAN ~~ 
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in he Rame of God 


nd if they intend 
to deceive you— 
then surely Allah 


is sufficient for you; He it 


Ioterior Minister Ali 


Hie also noted that the maser 
participation of the people in the 
forthcoming elections would fur- 
ther strengthen the Islamic system. - 


erıment for early arrest and pun- 
ishmént of the cudprits. 

News reports Wednesday said 
seven people in connection with 
the terrorist attack. 


UNESCO io Help 


Lahori Library 
Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organization (UNESCO) in 
Paris Tuesday announced its readi- 
ness to help rebuild Iran’s Iqbal 
Lahori Library in Pakistan, an 
IRNA report said. 

The library was attacked by 
members of a terrorist group 4 
month ago. Thousands of books 
including rare copies of the Holy 
Qoran ard other religious books 
were burnt in the attack. : 

In a statement issued in Paris, 
Iran’s Permanent Representative 
to Paris said that while expressing 
their reğret over the incidept, the 
UNESCO officials have Voiced 


Outgoing Spanish 
Ambassador Calls On 


Jose Belloso, bid farewell to Presi 


here on Tuesday. . 

Befloso, the second aldestSêrv- 
ing ambassador after bis Syriat 
counterpart ire. Tehran, said dal 
relations between the Islamic Re” 
pubkic of Iran anl'his country WaS 
al a favorable level, RRA re” 


Reconstruct Iqhal 


‘dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 


, ported. 


TEHRAN (Feb. 26) — Majlis Speaker Nateq Nouri addresses the Interior Ministry officals. 
. didate pn the public. 


ficials’ meeting with the Judiciary 
chief, Ayatollah Yazdi. stressed 
that the executive officials are HOt 
entitled to impose their personal 
attitudes toward any specific can- 


Iranian Delegation Due in Islamabad to Prale 
Attack on Irar's Culiural Center 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — An Iranian delega- 
tion, headed by Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Communications 
Morteza Sarmadi, is expected to 
arrive in Islamabad onı Saturday, 
March 1, to probe into the terrorist 
attack on the Iranian Cultural Cen- 
ter in the city of Multan. 

On February 2, seven persons 
including tle head of. Iran's Cul- 
ture Centeî in Multan, Punjab 
Province, were shot dead by a 
group of intruding armed ter- 
rorirsts. 

Samadi will also hold meet- 
ings with top Pakistani officials on 
the incident, IRNA reported. 

Iran has blamed the global ar- 


` rogance for the attack and urged 


Pakistan to be more cautious On 
the protection of its diplomatic 
missions. The Islamic Republic 
has also called for arrest of the 
ASSASSINS. 

Political as well as social and 
religious circles of Pakistan con- 
demned the incident as an imperi- 
alist conspiracy to harm brotherly 
relations between the islamic 
states. 

They urged the Pakistanî gov- 


low President Rafsanjani's poli- 
cies on construction and continue 
with the Five-Year Development 
Plans," he added. 

During the Interior Ministry of- 


Mohammad Besharati, govermor- 


8809470 is Who strengthened you E 5 خا‎ 
Telex: 213662 TTIM IR with His haprand wiih, 2ES oF he ranin provifees 
224569 TTIP IR he bêle and executive directors of the In- 


terior Ministry mer separately 
with Majlis Speaker Hojjatoleslam 
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri and head 
of the Judiciary Ayatollah Mo- 
hammad Yazdi on Wednesday. 

In their meeting with the 
speaker, Hojjatoleslam Nateq 
Nouri underlined that the gover- 
nor-g#enerals shoulder a heavy re- 
sponsibility and a hard task in view 
of he next presidential eleciuns 
slated for May 23. 

He noted rhat the country’s of- 
ficials should spare uo effort to 
properly hold the seventh presi- 
dential elections so as to frustrate 
the enemies’ plots. 

He also put emphasis on main- 
taining complete security during 
the polls and creating 4 feeling of 
trust in the presidential candidates 
and called on the executives in 
charge of holding the elections to 
remain impartial. 

"The next president should fol- 


Boroujerdi Calls On 
Bangladeshi Ranking Officials 


under implementation. 

Presenting a report on political 
situation in Afghanistan, Persian 
Gulf and Central Asia, Boroujerdi 
said that the Islamic Repoblic of 
Iran is seriously pursuing the set- 
tlement of crisis in the region. 

The Iranian senior official held 


„. another meeting on Tuesday with 


the Bangladeshi deputy foreign 
minister. In the meeting, the two 
sides reached interim agreements 
on building a joint oil refinery with 
the investment of third nations, 
and establishing air service be- 
tween Tehran and Dhaka. 


Iran and Bangladesh bave also 


agreed on operating a shipping 
service between the two countries 
which is expected to be finalized 
in a visit to Tehran by the roads 
minister of Bangladesh later on. 

Among other interim agree- 
ments arrived at between negotiat- 
ing teams of the two countries was 
ove for Iran"s supplying of railway 
cars to Bangladesh. 

The Iranian side in the talks 
also included ranking delegates 
from the ministries of finance and 
economy, energy, plan and budget 
organization, electricity, com- 
merce, and from the [rarian state 
railway and airline. 


New Pak FM Vows to Upgrade 
Relations With China, [Iran 


Gohar Ayub is an okl parlia- 
mêntarian and remained speaker 
of the National Assembly of Paki- 
stan during Prime Minister Nawaz, 
Sharif’s first tenure from 1990 to 
1993. 

He was introduced by Nawaz 
Sharif as foreign minister and took. 
oath of his office Tuesday night. 

.Nawaz Sharif took rule of de 
country after the Febriüary 3 elec- 
tion in which his Pakistan Muslim 
: got a landslide vi 2 

He took oath as prime minister 
on. Febmary 17 and introduced a 
seven-member federal cabinet 
Tuesday nigî 


vamping and restructuring at all 
levels. He said that due to the 
1 of the previous gOV- 
ernment, Pakistan’s relations with 
onutside world have deteriorated. 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN — Pakistan would im- 


prove relations with its traditional 


close friends, China and Iran, 
RNA quoted the newly-appointed 
Foreign Minister of Pakistan Go- 
har Ayub Khan as saying. 


Talking to reporters soon after 
his taking oath as foreign minister 
on Tuesday, he said that a special 
diplomatic emphasis will be put on. 
the countries which could help 
Pakistan onı the issues of Kashmir 
an 

Political circles had been se- 
verely criticizing the government 


` of former Prime Minister Benazir ‘ 


Btkıutto for losing support of Paki- 
stan’s traditional friends, China 
and Iran. During the Bhutto gov- 
ermment, domestic circles evahı- 
ated 1ow the diplomatic ties of 
Pakistan with the said comtries. 


Tehran Times Service 


‘TEHRAN -- Tehran-Dhaka bilat- 


eral relations as well as the latest 
regional developments were dis- 
cussed in a meeting between Ira- 
nian Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Asia-Pacific Affairs, Alaeddin 
Boroujerdi and Bangladeshi For- 
eign Minister Abd-us-Samad Azad 
in Dhaka Wednesday. 

n e meeting he او بت‎ 


minister expressed satisfaction 
over growing trend of the two 
countries’ cooperation, saying that 
Bangladesh is willing to further 
expand bilateral relations with 
Iran. 

The Iranian deputy foreign 
minister umderlined the improve- 
ment of relations between the two 


. Muslim countries, saying that the 


agreements already reached dur- 
ing the visit of President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani to Dhaka are 


Tremor Jolts 


Shirvan 
Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — The Seismological 
Base of Kermanshah. said that a 
tremor measuring 3.4 degrees on 
the open-ended Richter scale 
jolted the city of Shirvan Charda- 
vol in the western province of lam 
at 21:12 hours local time on Tues- 
day. 

The base affiliated to the Geo- 
physics Center of Tehran Unîver- 
sity registered the epicenter of the 
quake 95 km southwest of the 
base, in the vicinity of Shirvan 
Chardavol. 

According to IRNA, nO report 
has been received on loss of life or 
damage to property. 
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mplementing the construction and development projects 

one after another, the Islamic Republic of Iran is making 
great strides in accomplishing its economic objectives. It cur- 
rently exports $15 million worth of electricity to the neighbor- 
ing countries including Turkey and Azerbaijan (the 
Autonomous Republic of Nakhichevan). Besides, Iran and Ar- 
menia are to join their electricity grids next week in a move to 
ease Armenia's power shortage. Iran has also the capacity to 
export energy to Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Also, the news about inauguration of different infrastructu- 
ral projects such as the first phase of Tabriz Petrochemical 
complex promises bright prospects for the Iranian economy. 
When its second phase comes into operation in April, Tabriz 
petrochemical complex will be able to produce 500,000 tones 
of petrochemicals needed for the country’s tire and plastic 


industîies. 


In fact, such projects will not only help to promote different 
industries in the country, but they will also create more job 
opportunities for the youth and save the country a great 


amount of hard currency. 


The implementation of the different social, cultural and 
economic development projects within the framework of the 
5-Year Development Plans, the second of which is presently 
under way, indicates the great importance attached by the 
iranian executives and officials to the construction of the 
country and its economic and industrial development in the 
postwar era. However, it should be noted that the projects 
which have come on stream so far due to the Five-Year 
Development Plans require time to become lucrative, decrease 
inflation and raise the domestic production capacity. Their 
products can meet the domestic needs, and the surplus can be 
exported to bring the country hard currency. 

Given that natural resources form the foundation of produc- 
tion, the Islamic Republic of Iran, with plentiful natural re- 
serves and sources of energy, is fortunately facing no barriers 
to turning into a major exporter and a developed nation. 
Increasing the production of petrochemicals is a major step 
towards the country’s industrial development. 

It is hoped that the Second Five Year Development Plan and 
the similar ones carried out by the next Iranian president will 
turn Iran into a model country, in the region and on the 


international level. 


Indian Scholars: Attack on Iranian 


Center Anti-lIslamic 
Tehran Times Service Wednesday. 
TEHRAN — The terrorist attack Maulana Aghil al-Garavi told 
on Iran's Cultural Center in Mul. _ RNA that Indian Muslims con- 
tan, Punjab Province, is a part of demned the attack on Iran's Cul- 
imperialist Zionist plots against Is- re House in Multan and refuse to 
let such terrorist activities in Paki- 


stan affect the unity between Shias 
and Sımuis in the country. 

Maulana Mukarram said that 
the attack against the Iranian Cul- 
ture House is anti-Islamic. It was 
Just a handywork of Zionist impe- 
rialist forces. 

Maulana Zeshan said that engi- 
neering such attacks, the U.S. and 
Israel wanted to portray Muslims 
as terrorists. 

They appealed to the world 
Muslim communiry to. maintain 
harmony and guard agaiast the 
U.S.-Israeli design to create dis- 
cord among them. 


lam, renowned Islamic scholars of 
India, prominent to both Shia and 
Supni sects of Islam said on 
Wednesday. 


The attacks aimed at tarnishing 
the positive impact of the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran or umity among 
Muslims over the world, said 
Maulana Aghil al-Garavi, princi- 
pal of the Madrasa Jamiatul 
Saqlein, New Delhi, Maulana 
Mufti Mukarram, imam (prayer 
leader) of Fatehpuri Mosque, 
Delhi, andi Maulana Zeshan Hi- 
daya a renowned Islamic scholar 
ata press conference in New Delhi 


of he 
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` Larijani Efahorates on: 
buperialists? Anti-lran Program 


tary pressure ou Iran. 

He said he U.S. works to in- 
culcate the idea into he regional. 
states that they arg constantly ex- 


posed to military .threat. The . 


fourth axis of U.S. policy, Lari- 
jaoi said, is ıo employ domestic 
opposition to achieve its ends. 
Larijani added that as the fifth 
axis the U.S. attempts to muster 
propaganda support for he U.S. 


` ploys..He said ie U.S. admini- 
` stration has allocated $76 niillion 


to run and expand a Persian lan- 
guage audio-visual channel to dis- 


credit {tan in:the ‘eyes of 
` international community. ۴ 
Larijani, who is also. Head of 
‘the’ Majlis Research Center, s said 


that imperialisr-run media are seb- 
sitive.to.İ 
Islamic system and to the growing: 


inflvence of the leadership of the. 
. Islamic Revéhution. ` 


Japan Supporis: 


` Policy of Dialog 


With Iran 
-Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Japan’s Prime 
Minister. told ‘Oman's deputy 
‘foreign minister . that Tokyo 
supports the policy of dialog with 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN — Vice-Chairman of 


Foreign Policy Conımission of the. 


Majlis. Mohammad Javad Lari- 
jani. here Wednesday said that he 
U.S. policy in the region consists 
of containment of Iran, overthrow 
the Iraqi.-regime and provide a 
foothold for the Zionist entity to 
protect the U.S. interests in. the 
region, 

Addressing the gathering of hê 
Sth Mjalis. Hezbollah (party of 


God Tuesday, Larijari said the. - 


U.S. has failed in achieving these’ 
three objectives. 

He elaborated. on the axis 
around which the Ameritan policy 
towards Iran revolves and said the 


U.S. primarily attempts to isolate. . 
Iran politically, a fact that the U.S. 


president officially announced at 
the Congress. : 
Larijani added fhe second axis 
of U.S. policy is to put,economic 
pressure on Iran to hamper the 
pace of development în Iran. He 
said the third axis involves mili- 


stressed the contirmatiori anl ex- 
Pansion of mutual and interna- 
tional cooperation between. the 


forts and working for estab- 
Tishment of peace and justice in 


the region. 


reCc1sS10n. 
movements. 
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3,840 Afghan Students 
Enrolled in Literacy 


Classes by Iran 
Tehran Tiùnes Sertice 


ZAHEDAN — About ‘3.840 
Afghan iearners, most of them 
below 15, are learning at literacy 
campaign classes set up in Banıian 
Province of Afghanistan by 
Iranian government, an IRNA 
report said. 

Iranian consul in Bamian 
Alierza Rajaee told IRNA Tues- 
day that the literacy movement 
authority of Iran had established as 
many as 120 elementary education 
classes in24 villages of the Afghan 
province. 90 per cént of the people 
m Bamian Province of Afghani- 
stan are unlettered. 

Meanwhile, Esman of Waldat 
Eslami Party of Afghanistan 
Jowhkari said in Bamian Tuesday 
that Afghans owed the introduc- 
ton of elementary education for 
school age children in that prov- 
ince solely to the Islamic Republic 
which, he said, had offeed the pro- 
ject for the first time in that prov- 
incê., 


President Palani Cables Message ta Turkish Counterpart 


Tehran Times Service. 
TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani cabled a 
message to Turkish President, 
Turkish counterpart for 
congradulating Rafsanjani on the 
anniversary of the victory of the 
Islamic Revolution. 

According to Anatolia News 


Agency, the message of president ` 


Rafsanjani to Turkish president 


` RAYMOND WEIL. 


8075771 


` GENEVE 


Bazaar Ghaem - Tajri 
Sadaf Bazaar - Agt 
Khaled Estanboli 
SEFEE LE: 


Golestan - Shahrak-e-Ghods 


Habibi 

Î Nasserri 
Negin 
Noghreclhi 


J Peyman 


Photo: Abbas! Kowsarl 
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Int’l[ Seminar on Presence of Women in 
Contemporary Cinema Winds Up rk 


insight or a low leve! of literacy in 
such a way that more than 50 per- 
cênt of women population are illit- 
erate so that they are trapped at 
wrong beliefs and misleading ten- 
dencies, the declaration said. 

The declaration further said 
that constant presentation of nega- 
tive and offensive images of 
women in mass media like cinema 
has a bad effect on women and 
their contribution: in society. . 

In our opinion, the final goal of 
human development iş the eleva- 
tion of all human beings and to this 
end the use of women as the hobby 
and charm of business advertîise- 
ments and its limitation to portray 
ing stereotype roles harm the 
constructive and positive role in 
the process of social development, 
the declaration stressed. 

The declaration concluded by 
calling on cinema industry in 
UNESCO, goverımental and non- 


. governmental organizations at na- 


tional, regional and international 
levels to provide practical solu- 
tions to the present state of women 
in cinema activities and presenta- 
tion of their image through it. 


in cinema does not count in the - 


West, adding that what is 
important is her beauty and body. 

The seminar finally declared 
that today women’s problems are 
not limited to a single stratum of 
society but as the issue that im- 
pacts society as a whole. 

The declaration underlined the 
fundamental role of women in the 
process of economic, social, cul- 
tural and political renewal and re- 


„construction of societies. 


It further underscored the pres- 
ervation of traditional, cultural 


and historical heritage apart from . 


its religious values, playing an es- 
sential role in supporting families 
and maintaining the foundation of 
societies. 

Elsewhere the declaration said 
women participation in the present 
trend of development is necessary 
and women shold make use of all 
physical and moral resources to 
play their important role in cul- 
tural, social, economic and politi- 
cal grounds. 

In the current situation, the 
main cause of women problems 
goes to the lack of knowledge, 


Taleban Investigate Two French 


Men Over Islamic Violations 


eral Maulavi Jalilullah Mau- 
lawizada. 

He doubted the death penalty 
would apply, as the case stood at 
present, but said further investiga- 
tion was needed and it was up to 
the Supreme Court to pass the final 
verdict and punishment. 

The case against the two 
Frenchmen, employed as aid 
workers by Action Contre La 
Faim (ACF), bas highlighted the 
Taleban’s ultra-strict enforcement 
of Islamic law, or Shariat, 

The two were arrested last Sat- 
urday when Taleban raided an 
ACF guest house where a farewell 
lunch for three female expatriate 
ACF employees was attended by 
ACF female staff. 


Although the two Frenchmen 
were ir the ACF compound, they 


` did not attend’ the funch but had 


retired to another building, ac- 
cording to otber foreign aid work- 
ery in Kahul. 

The Talehan attorney-general 
said the alleged violations by 
Frederic Michel and Jose Daniel 
Llurente “are many”, and added 
that they “have admitted’”" to sone 
of them. 2 

(arr) 


KABUL — Two Frenchmen ar- 
rested by the Taleban authorities 
in Kabul are under investigation 
for committing at least six viola- 
tions to Islamic law, an official 
said Wednesday. 

“If they have not (committed 
violations) they will be exoner- 


ated. If- they have, they will be . 


dealt with according to Islamic 
Shariat,’” declared Attorney-Gen- 


Tehran Times Seruice 


TEHRAN — The First 
International Seminar on the 
Presence of Women in 
Contemporary Cinema wound up 
work yesterday, issuing a joint 
statement on the status of women, 

After recitation of some verses 
from the holy Qoran, Head of the 
Islamic Propagation Organiza- 
tion's Art Department, Hojja- 
tolesiam Zam welcomed the guests 
and elaborated on the status of 
women în the Iranian cinema. 

Drawing a comparison between 
the [Iranian cinema ard Western 
cinema, the hojjatoleslam said: 
“Iranian women owe much to the 
fslamic Revolution on realizing 
the true personality of women." 

Hojjatoleslam Zam said before 
the Islamic Revolution women 
„were used as commodity and a 
means of publicity. 

Zam added that with the culmi- 
nation of the Islamic Revolution, 
however, women enjoyed a mean- 
ingful personality. 

He underlined the presence of 
women iu outdoor activities, espe- 
cially cinematic activities, and 
said this seminar is indicative of 
the importance the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran attaches to the status of 
women in society. 

“Our cinema, however, has not 
fully met the real values of an 
Islamic cinema”, Hojjatoleslam 
Zam said. 

He alluded to the status of 
women in the course of history and 
said women have always been paid 
due attention whenever and wher- 
ever Islam was dominant. 

Hojjatoleslam Zam criticized 
misyge of women in Western cin- 
ema and said women’s creativity 


Iran's Legitimate Stand (an Be 
Presented to World Through Cinema 


eign film makers and retlecr the 
viewpoints of the Islamic Republic 


_ of Iran. 


She called for establishing 
closer contacts between the ulema 
and scholars with those in film 
business. Ulema should keep 
channels of communication open 
with those who have the must in- 
fluential weapon, cinema, in their 
possession. 

As for observation of Islamic 
principles iucluding Hejah (1s- 
lamic code ûf dress) in cinema, she 
said the hejab is emphasized in 
Islam hut unfortunately there are 
instances in the cinema where the 
Islamic principles are neglected. 


Tehran Times Service 


H 
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“ . FEHRAN — Presidential advisor 


in charge of women’s affairs, Ms. 
Shahla Habibi, here Tuesday 
1auded holding of the Seminar on 
the Presence of Women in 
Contemporary Cinema and 
descried it as a good initiative. 
Ms. Habibi added that Iran's 
legitimate stand can be presented 
to the world through cinema. 
Speaking to IRNA onı the side- 
lines of the conference which 


. opened at Tehran's Azadi Hutet on 


Monday, she called ou the organ- 
izers of the seminar to pave the 


way for greater dialog witb for- 
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The Caspian Sed, lfs Resources, Hs. 
Legal Sfiatfus tnd lîs Fulure’. 


The break-up of the Soviet Union at the end of 1991 sıridanfly 
left the islamic Republic of Iran sharing thre shares of thie Caspian 
Sea with four other nations instead of Fst one. In this article, 
Hossein Hazempour Ardebil, the kanian Governor for OPEC and 
Chairman of thre Board of Governors, reviews the uncertain statirs 
of this energy rich region and suggests ways forward. 0 
fall of communism and the 
dîsîntegratîon of the former 
mto a nımber of independert 
states uot only had ¥ery dramatic po- 
fitical implications, but also far reach- 
1 economic consequences, 


tor. The ensuing fall in the region's oll 
production, mainly as a result of lack 
of finance to carry out extensive main 


and gas reserves estimated, at the end of 1994, in the region of 150 
billion barrels of oil and 75 trillion cabic meters of natural gas. These 


cooperation and through creating riendîy environ- 
men, higher figures will be achieved by the first decade of the 21st 
JÉ is also well-known that the energy resources of these countries 


Minister Meets Syrian 
Prime Minister 


counıries’ facure relations is very 
bright, IRNA reported. 
` The iranian delegation com- 
prising some 30 economic and 
technical experts and officials of 
various companies led by Ak- 
houndi arrived in Syria on Thurs- 
day to artend the joint economic 
commission of the two countries. 
Different in vari- 
ous fields were reached between 
the two sides in the past few days. 


Tehtan Times Service 
TEHRAN - Syrian Prime Minis- 
ter, Mahmoud az-Zoubi Tuesday 
stressed that Tehran-Damascus 
friendly ties can be considered as 
a good model for other regional 
states. 

Making the remark ina meeting 
in Damascus with Iran’s Minister 
of Housing ard Urban Develop- 
ment Abbas Ahmad Akhoundi, hê 
noted that the prospect for the two 


Iran, Ukraine Agreed to 
Expand Ties 


likely to sign a $-100-million 


ficial, Ukrainian manufacturers 


tazhestrovy had also discussed de- 
tails of a plan for supplying 
hydro-power plants to Iran the cost 
of which to, be paid partly in cash 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister of Ukraine Korstantin Ory- 
schenko told Interfax Tuesday that 
Iran ard his country bad agreed to 
tion. 

Agreements in that area, he 
said, was reached between him 
and Iranian officials during his 
visit to Tehran last week. 
` He said his government was 


Ukraine, Germany, China, Brit- 


ain, Bangladesh, Cameroon, 


Madagascar, Malaysia, India and 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 


Province, 
Majlis Speaker, Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri inaugurated a number of development projects 
including telephone exchanges. Minister of Post, Telephone and Telegraph, Mohammad 


be raişed jointly by the Indian oil 
and power sector. A. 100 percent 
foreign financing is also possible, 

The proposal for building a new 
rail road from the southern Iranian 
port of Bandar Abbas to Sarakhs 
by-passing Tehran also looks 
promising. It will shorten the route 
to Central Asia by nealry 700 kms, 
says Aneja. 

If the ninth joint commission 
meeting is any indication, it seems. 
that New Delhi and Tehran are all 


Hormuwgan hports 
D.4§ Tons of 
Commodities 


TEHRAN - Some 5,148 tons of 
various non-oil products, worth 
over Ris 4.54 billion, were ex- 
ported from Hormuzgan province 


în the past one month, it was an 


nounced Wednesday. 


ae 
Province — 


Iran Exports Electricity to 


menia ard of 400 kilo volts to 
Turkmenistan. 

Meanwhile, Iran is exporting 
electricity to Turkey by connect- 
ing its 154-kilo volt network, due 
to be increased to 400 kv in the 
future, by which the export of 
electricity to that country will 
amoutt to 200-300 megawatts, 
Masotukdi noted. 


In case of "requests made by 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, Iran 
could have the capacity to also link 
its electricity networks to the net- 
works of these two countries 
within the shortest possible time, 
hê Bêî 


eighboring Countries 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Islamîc Republic 
of Iran exports some $15 million 
worth of electricity to Turkey and 
Azerbaijan Republic (the autono- 
mous Republic of Nakhichevan), 
it was announced here Tuesday. 

According to Bahman Ma- 
soudi, Deputy for Planning of the 
Power Generation and Transmis- 
sion Company (Tavanir) this 
means that Iran is exporting some 
20-30 megawatts of electricity to 
Turkey and 3040 megawatts to 
Nakbichevan. 

He told IRNA that the company 
is also connecting Iran's power 
networks of 230 kilo volts tO Ar- 


Indo-lran-Turkrnen Pact to 
Enhance Economic Cooperation 


nomic partners in the CIS region, 
added GuiralL 


TONEKABON — Mazandaran 


Gharazi is seen extreme left, next to the speaker. 
Indo-Iran Joint Commission a Breakthrough 


pushed up Indo-kran joint venture 
on fertilisers, writes Aneja- 

He notes that the two countries 
have decided to overcame political 
difficulties endangering the ambi- 
tious 2,000 km-long gas pipeline, 
which can pump in gas to meet 40 
percent of India’s future require- 
ments. 

It is hoped that Pakistan is per- 
suaded by Iran to allow the pipe- 
line pass throagh its exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ), the only 
way out to neutralize India’s fear 
of Pakistan controlling the suppiy 
of gas, adds Aneja. 

He argues that the financing of 
the $2 billion pipeline project is 
not a tall order. The amount can 


rj 


song gf 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The recently con- 
cluded ninth Indo-Iran joint com- 
mission meeting turned out to bê a 
breakthrough development in 
Indo-Iranian relations, says Atul 
Aneja, a noted journalist of India 
in his article, Iran asked to get nod 
for gas pipeline, published in tbe 
English newspaper of India The 
Hindu yesterday. 

The joint commission resolved 
to speed up the gas pipeline pro- 
ject, looked out at carving out a 
shorter rail corridor to boost [n- 


` dia's trade with Iran and Central 


Asia, proposed a textile plant 
which will use raw cotton supplied 
by Turkmenistan and further 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN - India's Exterral Af- 
fairs Minister I1.K. Gujral yester- 
day said the recent trilateral 
agreement on international transit 
of goods between India, Iran and 
Turkmenistan will be a key ele- 
ment in meeting the objective of 
expanding cooperative endeavours 
in the field of trade and industry 
between the three countries. 

Making a statement in parlia- 
ment on signing of the agreement 
at Tehran on February 22, Gujral 
said it would foster a harmonious 
climate for muiti-layered eco- 
nomic cooperation and strengthen 
the cause of peace, stability and 
development in the region, IRNA 
reported. 

The minister said the landmark 
agreement would further enhance 
trade anû other forms of economic 
cooperation amongst the three 
countfies and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) coun- 
tries which accede to it in fubure. 

The agreement met the need for 
developing an efficient, reliable, 
dependable and cost effective 
route for trade and other forms of 
economic interaction among the 
three countries and other eco- 


Iran Nakin Delivered 
: to Iran 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN — The multi-purpose 
ship named Iran Makin was deliv- 
ered to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Shipping Lines by China yes- 
terday. 

Iran Makin is the fourth 
21,000-ton multi-purpose ship 
which has been built in China at 
the request of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL), 
IRNA reported. 

After onloading at Chinese 
ports, he ship will depart for Iran. 

The IRISL has recently ordered 
another five cargo ships, worth 
$125 million, to China. 


FEBRUARY 27, 1997 


lnderstanding Kung Fu | 


(Part 28) 


١ [ / he lower part of the 
body is weak in 


most of the people. Hence, 
the blows on this part usu- 
ally work. In here, timing is 
very important because 
you should start attacking 
when the rival’s arm is 
passing or moving in op- 
posite direction. In order 
to defend a direct front OA FF 
blow on right guard position, you may do the following: 
1) Keep your arm in front of your face and a little 
higher than usual. Lean on the left side as soon as 
the opponent launches his fist at your face and then 
defend the rival’s blow through striking his forearm 
and fist with yoür left hand. To defend a strong 
blow, much power is not needed. Since you have 
spoiled the rival's guard, he becomes vulnerable 
and cannot protect his face and body against your 
attack. 2) Take one step forward and then turn to 
the left and strike a crushing right blow on his face 
or body. 3) Take one step to the right with your right 
foot, strike a powerful left-handed blow on your 
rival's face or body. 4) Take step backward and then 
make a lightning counterattack. 


counterattack or combined attack can be very 
strong if it’s performed correctly. Even its power is 
more than the power of a direct front fist because 
you are at a greater distance of your rival and 
consequently you can increase your blow’s power 
before touching the target. In addition, you can help 
you body's power to strike the fist. It seems strange 
for the right-handers to use their left hands. They 
should take incessant exercise of left-handed fists 
on heavy punching bag to become a master. To 
strike a direct left blow, you should be on your 
guard, turn your thigh joints clockwise so that the 
pivot of turning be based on the retrograde leg, the 
body’s weight be born by forward leg, your forward 
arm be in front of your face to defend, your fist 
launch from opposite side of your nose to defend 
your trunk after blowing. The target can be every |... 
part of your rivals head. Although the jaw is the 
most vulnerable part but you should not blow the 
rival's head all the time, i.e, you have to make 
attacks on his trunk and abdomen. 
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Samaranch Confirms He 
Plans to Run Again 


expires in September. If he wins a 
fourth term as expected, be will 
remain in office until 2001. 
Samaranch is expected to offi- 
cially announce his candidature 4t 
a meeting of the IOC Executive 
Board in Lausanne next week. 
The former Spanish diplomat 
enjoys virmually unchallenged sup- 
port within the IOC and no one is 
expected to run against him. 
Samaranch was elected IOC 
president in 1980 and has since 
been retlected twice by acclama- 


tion. 

1n 1995, IOC members voted to 
raise the retirement age from 75 to 
80 to allow Samaranch to seek 
another term. (AP) 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland — 
Juan Antonio Samaranch indicated 
in the strongest terms so far 
Wednesday that be will run for a 
fourth term as presidene of the 
International Olympic Committee. 

Inan interview broadcast on he 
Swiss radio station Radio Suisse 
Romande, Samaranch said be will 
be a candidate if the medical cer- 
tificate he expects in he next few 


. days is "favorable." 


Samaranch, who turns 77 in 
July, has always indicated that he 


` plans to seek another term as long 


as his health permits. He has 
shown no signs of slowing down 
in recent months. 

Samaranch’s current mandate 


Two Kazakh Muslims to Run to 
Mecca on Pilgrimage 


The two Muslims, who are COV- 
ering about 70 kilometers (40 
miles) per day, will also cross 
Turkmenistan and Iran before 
reaching Saudi Arabia. They plan 
to be in Mecca around April 15. 

The runners will be making one 
concession to geography. They 
wîll fly over the Persian Gulf. 

"They have been preparing for 
two years. This adventure is thelr 
way of showing their patriotism 
and their Muslim faith," ministry 
official Yensebek Imangaliyev 
said. AFP) 


ALMATY — Two Islamic ath- 
letes have set off on a pilgrimage 
with a difference. They are run- 
ning tbe 5,000-kilonaeters (3,000- 
miles) from Kazakhstan to the 
Muslim holy city of Mecca, 
Kazkah officials said Wednesday. 

The two 30-year-old marathon 


stan on February 19 ar reached 
Samarkand, in Uzbekistan, on 
Tuesday, the officials from the 
Sports and Tourism Ministry said. 


Rosset Keeps Up Winning Run 


produçe a iruge serve, opened his 
week with a smooth victory over 
Clavet, a Spaniard ranked No. 33 
on the ATP Tour computer. 
Rosset and Clavet exchanged 
early first-set breaks before the 
d No. 16 Swiss took the edge 
3-2. Rosset clinched the set from 
a Clavet unforced error, He then 
broke three times in the second set 
and concluded he victory with an 
ace. (arp) 


te, d 
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MILAN, Italy — Marc Rosset, 
fresh or the heels of his first tour- 
nament success in almost two 
years, continued his winning Ways 
Wednesday with a 6-4, 6-2 victory 
over Francisco Clavet for a place 
in the second round of the 
815,000-dollar Italian indoors. 
The seventh-seeded Swiss, who 
towers more than two meters tall 
and uses all of his leverage to 


“* 


CLEVELAND, OH, United States (Feb. 25): Seattle SuperSonics 
guard Gary Payton (R) glides over Bobby Phills of the Cleveland 
Cavaliers fo sink two of his eight points during the second half 
of game action, at Gund Arena in Cleveland, OH. The Sonics 


(AFP PHOTO) 


defeated the Cavs, 72 to 66. 


hip side . 


Honours. : 
Shearer must also be rated extremely doubtful for England's 


to its growing list of clients who indude Î 
Damon HH. .. 


Teharn Times Service 
FOOTBALL 
5 Ficereza Into Italian Cup Final 
LOGNA, Italy: Vicênza reached 
٠ first time în FE heng pee Rietony e r og 


when they grioand out a 1-1 draw with 10-man Bologna. 

ose Eo Bologna just before half tine, making 
2 iE te their narrow defeat in the semifinal, first 
Buf three minutes before 


nigglî heir tie was due‏ ا 

: : iovahnî inî stı 

volley home Vîcenza's equalizer which earned hee : ۹ 

vido. 

Vicenza now face winner of Wednesday's other semifinal 

between Napoli and Inter Milan. The 1 

Me je 5 n will be played over 
Robson Gets Tough With Players 

BARCELONA: Barcelona Coach Bobby Robson criticized his dub 

captain Gica Popescu, formerly sweeper af premiers 

Spırs, here on Tuesday for appearing on a late night television 

show — and added that he was going to instill a stricter regime 

in ا‎ sing room. . 

Robson, buoyed by a 4-1 win on S inst Real. 

and club president Jose Nunez’s e aden Het ek, 

said that Romanian international Popescu’s appearance on 

5 ‘100 percent footbal} show was not very inteligent as 

they the first leg of their Spanish Cup quarterfinal tie with 


Ailetico Madrid on Wı 
"1 cannot see why two days before a vital match Gica should think 


that to 


1 regularly firing off insults at Sacchi and 
Dugarry, who only ‘signed from 1996 UEFA Cup finalists 
Bordeaux last sumımer, wondering openly whether he would rot 
be better off elsewhere. 
But Sacchi issued a call to arms at Tuesday's training session at 
"Takk less, and work harder,” was Sacchi's recipe for beating the 
crisis. "No outbursts, no hysterics and no victimization. For those 
who want the best for Milan, this is what counts most at the 
moment." 
Shearer Undergoes Second Groin Operation 
LONDON: England Captain Alan Shearer on Tuesday afternoon 
underwent his second grûin operation f he SOE 
The news comes as a.crushing blow fo Newcastle boss Kenny 
Dalglish as he prepares for a two-pronged challenge for 


friendfy against Mexico af Wembley on March 29. 

TENNIS 
Stic Slurnps Again, Ivanisevic Through 
MILAN: Former Wimbledon champion Michael Stich’s desperate 
form continued here on Tuesday when he slumped 5-7, 6-4, 6-2 


to German compatriot David Prinosil in the first round of the 
815,000-doflar italian indoors. E 

There was no such trouble for top seed Goran Ivanisevic, though 
the femperamental Croat was made to work for his 7-6 (7/2), 6-7 
(2/7), 6-2 victory over Russian Andrei Olbovskiy. 

Stich, whose ATP Tour ranking has plummeted to 32, has won 
only a single match this year ile losing five, induding four first 
round losses. 


Seles Loses Appeal Against Back-Stabber 


HAMBURG, Germany: World Tennis number six Monica Seles's 
final appeal against. the suspended sentence handed out to 
Gunther Parche, the German who stabbed her in the back on 
court our yea a e rejected by the German courts, 
arche's fwyer said on . 

Pancha, who seriously injured the former world number one af 
a foumamenî în Hamburg on April 30, 1993 because he wanted 
his idol Steffi Graf to regain number one status, was given 2 
suspended senfênce of two years în prison, a punishment 
confirmed by a court of appeal in 1995. . 


FORMULA ONE 


Bridgestone to Supply Five F1 Teams 
TOKYO: Bridgestone has added former world champion Alain 
Prost’s new team 


rergning 

The çe fire maker said Tuesday it would supply five out 
of the 12 Fî teams, breaking the monopoly held by Good Year 
of the Unîled States for five years since Haly’s Pirelli polled out. 
Prost-Mugen-Honda, Arrows-Yamaha, Minardi-Hart, 
Steward-Ford and Lola-Ford machines will all be supplied with 
Bridgestone tires. 


NORDIC SKIING 
Daehlie Flags in Cold 
TRONDHEIM, Norway: Bjorn Daehlie, brandishing a Norwegian 
flag, coasted horse for kis second gold medal at the NordicSkiing 
World Championships here on Tuesday. 

He finished 50 seconds ahead of Finland's Mika Myllyla, who 
beat Russia's Alexî Prokurorov on the line, in the 15km freestyle 
pursuit. 1 


. [to head into extra time, 
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WHATS... 
ing off. Instead, our TV seafiûni 
produce all sorts of he Spring 
Festival Eve enrertamment anid he’ - 
whole family sits in front of He. 
TY ser enjoying its programs. 
When the clock strikes 12 ã mid. ° 
set off and fire works displayed in .. 
the sky. ushering in the luni New. 
Year. 

Daybreak begins the first day of 
‘the lunar New Year. People nse 3:, 
days of the holiday t0 visit reli 
tives and friends and. exchange 
New Years greetings. .Baslles, 
there are many entertaiaments ` 
wrîth local features beld all over the ` 
country. Take Beijing for amex 
ample, Ternple Fair held at tle last 
Spring Festival offerëd. boil cul. 
ural activities and foodstuff; spe- 
cial commodities for thè Spring 
Festival, and various koiock 
knacks. The Flower Fair at Loug- 
tan is a place for people to. 


whole garden is full of festival aãr. 
(Contd From Pg.9) 


Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov and 
communist leader Gennady : 
ZYyuganov. : 

Yeltsin appears to have décided 
thar one way to demorstratehis 


8 mes, maybe we nee soie 0 
ple to be changed in the 


His task is to be a living symr 
bol. The people who have been 
ruming everyday affairs while he 
was away will continue. to JO S0, 
sald Sergei Markov, a pofitical 
analyst at the Carmegîe Endow- 
ment for International Peste 


said hey would try to keep Yeltsin 
in power for as long xs possible tO 
avoid giviig lebed a shot at e 


_ Yeltsin's main task now is. t0 
survive, Piontkowskî said. 


Rater) 


regional countries would be able 
to make optimum use of these re- 
sources trough collective meas- 
ures and cooperation. “Other 
international organizations such as 
ESCAP, UNIDO, FAO, UNDP, 
and he Bank of Islamic Develop- 
ment can extend assisrance to ECO 
in carrying out the joint projects,” 
he added. 

The PBO head corctaded by 
reiterating that the cooperation 
among reğional urions and orzani- 
zations such as ASEAN, EU and 


` ECO will lead to more active pres- 


ence of ECO members in the ioer- 
national scenes. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


PRESIDENT ... 


He said the governor generals 
are reqrired to practice trustwOr- 
tly and imparcality in holding the 
elections. ‘*You are entitled to 
take a ballot of your own,’ the 
president told the governor gener- 
als and the Interior Ministry offi- 
cials in charge of the elections. 

Meanwhile, the governor gen- 
erals of the provinces offered a 
certificate of success to President 
Rafsanjanî onı behalf of the peoples 
of all provinces for his meritorious 
services as president of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran for the two con- 
secutive terms. 


(RNA) 


“Contd From PE. TT 


ZIONIST .. 


"He died from the loss of blood 
and also from being choked, " said 
Nasser Halawi, a relative of Mo- 
hammed Halawi, who died at a 
hospital in Bait-u-Moqaddas late 
Tuesday. 

“They threw bim on the ground 
and a soldier put his knee on his 


„. neck," Nasser Halawi told AFP. 


"When I tried to help him he said 
‘don’t come near’ because he was 
afraid I would be shot." 


“The soldiers of this special 
unit were in civilian clothes and 
entered the home of a Palestinian 
without reason,’’ a statement from 
the general security agency said. 


The soldiers “provoked ‘trou 


bles and killed Moharımmed Abdel 
Aziz Abu Halawi, an innocent, 
S5-year-old retiree ‘who bad no 
political activities,” the statement 
said. 


took place late Tuesday in the vil- 
lage of Hizmeh Just outside East 
Baît-ui-Moqaddas, which was 


then closed off by the Zionist 


protest to Israeli government Sec- 


army unit on the home of a Pales- 
tinian in the village. 


,aFF 


tares, the TPC, with its two phases 
in operation, will be able to pro- 
duce some 500,000 tons of petro- 
chemicals, 300,000 tons of which 
will be used for manufacturing 
tires and plastic products. 

“The construction of the whole 
complex has been carried out by 
the Iranian contractors, which has 
resulted in saving some $300 mil- 
lion due to utilizing the domestic 
potential," the managing director 
noted. 

Sedqi concluded by saying that 
the project has been implemented 
at a cost of $1,106 million, 
Rls 2.200 billion. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


SECURITY... 


The permanent repre- 
sentatives of the 22 Arab League 
members took part in the com- 
mittee meeting on Tuesday and 
Wednesday on the proposed pact 
at the organization's leadquar- 
ters in the Egyptian capital. 

The pact was approved in 
principle at the last Arab summit 
in Cairo in June, but the commit- 
tee was aiming to fmalize the 
initiative in time for a foreign 
ministers’ meeting bere on 
March 30. (AFP) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


ISRAEL... 


“Building in Jerusalem (Bait- 
ul-Moqaddas) does not involve a 
breach of any sort of agreement 
that we bave with the other side," 
he said. 

Palestinians staged a protest 
march in Bait-ul-Moqaddas on 
Tuesday and warmed of potential 
violence if the Israeli goverment 
carried through its plans — a 
threat condenoned by Levy. 


arr) 
(Contd From Pg. 1) 


region has led to more solidarity 
among them, enabling the organi- 
zation to upgrade relations with 
other international and regional 
organizations throughout the 
world. 

“Regional cooperation is vital 
for economic growth and develop- 
ment and participation of ECO 
members in joint projects would 
help to materialize the objectives 
of the organization,’’ Mirzadeh 
underlined 


Elaborating on he ECO activi- 
ties, the vice-president empha- 
sized that significant 
infrastructural measures have 
been taken by the organization in 
recent years and that the organiza- 
tion gives top priority to the expan- 
sion of regional cooperation in the 
fields of commerce, transporta- 
tion, communicatious and energy. 

The head of the PBO further 
lauded the member states for the 
establishment of ECO Shipping 
Company and the ECO Air, noting 
that the shipping line currently 
transports different kins of com- 
modities in the Persian Gulf and 


the Caspian Sea. 


Elsewhere in his address, Mir- 
zadeh said that the organization is 
going to set up its development 
bank and insurance company in the 
near future through collective ef- 
forts of its members. 

Touching on the great potential 
es eg EE of the region, he 
po! out the on enj 
Raat ery r 
oil and gas and underlined that the 
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Tajik Government, Islamic 
Activists Resume Talks 


Fighting has continued to rage 
in Tajikistan since Rakhmanov 
seized power with Moscow's 
hacking in December 1992, oust- 
ing a coalition of Islamists and 
democrats. 

(AFP) 


cal front. 

Nuri and Tajik President 
Emomali Rakhmanov signed a 
peace accord in Moscow on De- 
cember 23 envisaging the creation 
of a reconciliation commission and 
a post-war government. 


Pakistani Shia Leader 
Shot Dead 


was gunned down by two men or 
motorcycles while going to a local 
grain market. 

The assailants fled, leaving 
Shah, a grain merchant, in a pool 
of blood, police said. 

- This was the fourth incident in 
the central Province of Punjab 
since gunmen stormed the Iranian 
Culmoral Center in Multan last 
Thursday, killing seven people in- 
cluding the Iranian consul, Mo- 

Iran blamed an extremist Sunni 
Muslim faction, the Sipah-i-Sa- 
haba Pakistan (SSP). 

Police have arrested several 
‘of Osama Maoud, a Senior Punjab 
government official from the 


ter Nawaz Sharif ordered steps to 
contain the upsurge in sectarian 
violence. 

aFF) 


Three Businessmen 
Murdered in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR — Separatists killed 
three businessmen here on 
suspicion they bad joined hands 
with a rival militant orgavization, 
the police said Wednesday. 
Mahiudin Langoo, a prominent 
businessmen, ‘apd his son were 
shot dead in a crowded commer- 
cial district of Srinagar while an- 
other trader was murdered 
elsewhere in the city, the police 
said. (AFP) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


PRESIDENT OFF... 
The President is also to inaugu- 
rate a shrimp cultivation center, 
the 200-bed hospital, a branch of 
Refah Chain Stores and 10 indus- 
trial projects in Botushebr, 
Meanwhile under pressure irri- 
gation system of some 1000 hec- 
tares of the province’s farmlands 
as well as 17 otber agricultural 
projects are to go on stream by 


The president wîll also maugu- 
rate the Boushehr-Deir-Bandar 
Abbas coastal road. More than 
34.6 billion rials has been so far 
spept for construction of the road. 

(Corîtd From Pg. 1) 
1ST... 
flow of hard currency and create a 
source of earning foreıgn CUf- 
rency. 

He added that the second phase 
of the complex is to become opera- 


tional in March. 
Built over an area of 408 hec- 


MULTAN, Pakistan — Gunmen 
sbot dead a Shia Muslim political 
party leader Wednesday, taking 
the death toli from sectarian vio- 
lence in Pakistan in the last week 
to at least 10, police said. 

Seyed Ashiq Hussain Shah, 
head of the Tebreek-i-Jaftia Paki- 
stan (TIP) in Jahanian near bere, 


MOSCOW — Tajik goveroment 
and Islamic opposition officials 
began a new round of peace talks 
here Wednesday focusing on ways 
to integrate the activists into a nw 
national army, Tajîk officials said. 

Tajik Foreign Minister Talbak 
Nazarov, beading the government 
delegation, met opposition ieader 
Said Abdullah Nuri for talks which 
could continue until March 5 of 6, 
a Tajik Embassy spokesman said. 

Opposition sources quoted by 
Interfax news agency said the talks 
would cover plans to form a new 
national army including activist 

` units. 

Gerd Dietrich Merrem, the UN 
special envoy mediating between 
both sides, said it was important 
for them to reach an accord On 
merging their armed forces in Or- 
der to make progress on the politi- 


Chernomyrdin to Be 
Sacked Soon 


resolving social problems in Rus- 
sia, asked Chernomyrdin Monday 
to consider a shake-up n the struc- 
ture of the administration, and 
changes in personnel if necessary, 

Jevestia saidl that its source had 
mentioned two possible contend- 
ers, Yeltsin's chief of staff Ana- 
toly Chubais and Yegor Stroyev, 


speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament, the Federation Coun- 


Stroyev was the better placed of 
the two, the source added. 
Chernomyrdin, 58, has been 
prime minister since December 
1992. 
arr) 


MOSCOW — Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
wil soon be dismissed, a front- 
page story in the daily Jevestia said 
Wednesday, quoting a “very well- 
informed source in the entourage 
of the headğ of governm' 

The source was quoted as say- 
ing that President Boris Yeltsin 
had already decided to sack the 
prime minister. The only problem 
was when and how. 

The daily said the source had 
predicted a date after Yeltsin's an- 
nual message to Parliament, which 
is scheduled to be delivered on 
March 6. 

Yeltsin, who is displeased with 
the progress of the government in 


Russia Can Meet 
Turkey's Arms Needs 


contact with Turkish authorities, 
and several Russian defense sys- 
tems have already been demon- 
strated here," Kuznetsov said. 
"We are ready to meet Tur- 
key’s direct procurement needs 
and also to set up joint ventures to 
manufacture arms jointly with 
Turkish companies, " he said. 
Defense sources said Ros- 
voorouzheniye had already pro- 
posed to Ankara the joint 
production of MI-28 and KA-52 
assault helicopters, MI-26 heavy 
transport helicopters, T-80 tanks 
and Kalashnikov automatic guns, 
as well as the sale of S-300 sur- 
face-tn-air missiles and other mis- 
sile systems. 
AFP) 
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ANKARA -— Russia is prepared tO 
sell Turkey a wide variety of arms 
including assault helicopters and 
missile systems, the Russian am- 
bassador here said Wednesday. 

"We are ready to sell to Turkey 
several arms systems, including 
assault helicopters, tanks, missile 
systems and light arms. You name 
the type," Ambassador Vadim 
Kuznetsov told reporters. 

His remarks came the day after 
Turkish Defense Minister Turhan 
Tayan called on the United States 
to release suspended weapons 
transfers to Ankara, warning that 
otherwise Turkey could seek other 
arms suppliers. 

"Our arms export company 
Rosvoorouzbeniye has been in 
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High-Powered Saudi Team 


to Meet U.S. Leaders 


aré way further ahead han many 
people helieve we are in the inves- 
tigation. 

Singe the bombing nıost of the 
5.000 U,S. servicemen in Saudi 
Arabia, whose oıain task is (O en- 
force a no-fly-zone over southern 
Iraq, have been moved away front 
populated centers to more renlate 
and easily protected locations. 

The Saudi diplomat said their 
presence was reviewed ar regular 


. intervals and no formal agreement 


to make it permanent had been 
either requested by Saudi Arabia 
or proposed hy the United States. 

While Riyadh has firmly 
backed Washington's tough policy 
of maintaining UN sanctions on 
Iraq for its 1990 invasion of Ku- 
wait, Saudi officials said their con- 
cern about possible chaos if 
President Saddam Hussein falls 
may come up this week. 

The strategic question is are we 
thinking for the post- Saddam era? 
One said. Do we have a plan for 
what we do when that regime col- 
lapses? 


Washington sees strong Saudi 
defenses as a key element in gulf 
stability, and Saudi officials have 
made clear they would like to re- 
place their aging fleet of 114 U.S. 
F-5 fighters, probably with F-16s. 

Prince Sultan, however, earlier 
this month denied U.S. press re- 
ports that he would seek to pur- 
chase the Lockheed Martin Corp 
F-16s during this week's trip. the 
reports have already raised con- 
cerns in Israel. 

U.S. leaders are expected to 
press the Saudis to continue moves 
toward normalization with Israel, 
despite last year’s advent to power 
of a right-wing Likud administra- 
tion. But Sandi Arabia, like other 
Arab states, believes it is up to 
Israel to make the first move by 
agreeing to give up occupied Arab 
land. 


Saudi Arabian Oîl Minister Ali 
Naimi is expected to discuss the oil 
market situation aod intemational 
negotiatiops for a climate change 
treaty with acting U.S. energy 
Secretary Charles Curtis, U.S. of- 
ficials said. 

An energy department official 
said Washington plarmed to raise 
the possible leasing out of space in. 
the U.S. strategic petroleum re- 
serve to Saudi Arabia, the worid’s 
largest oil producer and exporter. 

Persian Guif sources said, how- 
ever, they did not expect any oil- 
for-arms deal to be discussed. 

Reuter 


Provincial Govermor 
Bıms Smoking in 
Otiices, Buses 
CAIRO, Egypt — A provincial 
governor has bammed smoking in 
government offices and public 
buses and threatened to traosfer 
repeated offenders out of the PrOv- 

ince. 
AP 


Aerts 
in Tehran 
Times 


WASHINGTON -— A hiğh-pow- 
ered Saudî Arabian delegation ar- 
rived in Washington on Monday ro 
meet he new Clinton Administra- 


` tion and try to allay concerns over 


the probe into last year's bonıbing 
against Americans in the kingdom. 

Led by Defense Minister 
Prince Sultan, representing his 
brother King Fahd, the team in- 
vludes key decision-makers in- 
vludinzg Saudi Arabia's foreign, oil 
and trade nmıinisrers and a deputy 
finance minister. They will stay 
until Friday. 

They are due to meet President 
Bill Clinton at the White House on 
Tuesday and top U.S. cabinet of- 
ficials for talks ranging from Per- 
sian Gulf security and Saudi 
defense needs to the Middle East 
Peace Process and oil strategy. 

Meetings bave been fixed with 
Defense Secretary William Cohen 
on Wednesday and with Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright, fresh 
from a globe-trotting tour of major 
U.S. allies ard world powers, on 
Thursday. 1 

One senior Saudi diplomat said 
before the arrival: This is a new 
administration for practical pur- 
poses — second term, change in 
national security team ... we feel 
this is as good a time as any tO sit 
down at the highest level and take 
a look at the next four years. 

The close U.S.-Saudi relation- 
ship. has been dogged in recent 
months by U.S. complaints that 
Riyadh was not sharing enough 
information On its iuvestigation 
into last June’s truck bombing that 
killed 19 American servicemen in 
Dhahran. 

Both U.S. and Saudi officials 
say a number of suspects have 
been arrested, but as recently as 
Feb. 12 a senior FBI official told 
congress that Saudi authorities bad 
still oot provided evidence the 
United States wanted. 

The senior Saudi diplomat, 
briefing reporters on condition he 
was uot identified, said he be- 
lieved the problem was now his- 
tory, but added: It would be nice 
to kil! it once and for all this week. 

Another Saudi source said: We 


A dozen or so true path MPs, 
led by one of the Party's Vice 
presidents, Necmettin Cevheri, 
are openly frustrated with welfare 
ani want an end to the coalition, 
but analysts doubt they would go 
so far aš to vote agaiaşt the gOV- 
ernment in a censure motion. 

A small Islamist and nationalist 
grolp, he Great Union Party. 
with seven MPs, has indicated that 
it would not vote for censure. 

Tension soared in Turkey be- 
tween the influential military and 
the Islamists in early February in 
the wake of a controversial rally 
by Islamic fundamentalists in an 
Ankara suburb. 

Those who addressed the rally 
in Sincan district, incfuding [rans 
ambassador in Ankara, called for 
the adoption of the Sharia, or Is- 
lanic law, in Turkey, prompting 
an uproar by secular groups. 


On February 4, dozens of army 


tanks drove through the streets of 
Sincan in ar apparent show of 
force against the Islamists, also 
raising concerns of a possible 


In reaction, Erbakan’s govern- 
ment suspended efforts to allow 
women to wear islamic headscar- 
ves in government offices and uni- 


can friendship group in washing- 
ton that the turkish military 
regarded itself as defender of the 
secular principles adopted by 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, who 
founded modern Turkey in 1923. 

"We expect the government tO 
fully conform to these (secular) 
principles," Bir was quoted as say- 
ing in Turkish press repOris. 

TTe turkish military — a com- 
ponent within the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) — 
has staged three coups, in 1960, 
1971 and 1980, with the pretext of 
structive political movements. 

A4 
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. ANKARA — Turkey’s parliament 


was putting the Islamic underpin- 
mings of Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan"s government tO the test 
Tuesday with a censure motion put 
forward by two oppusition paries. 

It appeared that the eight-month 
coalition government would sur- 
vive fhe motion, if MPs first agree 
to put it on their order paper in the 
grand national assenıbly for a vore 
later this week or early next week. 

But the fact that it exists in the 
first place is reminder of the clash 
between modern Turkey’”s secular 
tradition — defended by the mili- 


` tary — and the pro-Islamist slant 


represented by Erbakan’s Welfare 
Party. 

In an interview with the Milli- 
yet newspaper, published Tues- 


day, the commander of Turkey’s - 


navy went so far as to call Islamic 
fundamentalists a greater national 
threat than kurdisk rebels in the 
sortheast. 

„, "The activities of religious ex- 
tremists have become the main 
problem in Turkey, " Admiral Gu- 
ven Erkaya said. "The threat 
posed by the (separatist) Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (KPP) ranks sec- 


.„. ond." 


Only a simple majority will be 
needed for the censure motion tO 


be put on the agenda, although an ` 


absolute majority — at least 276 
votes in the 550-seat parliament — 
is required for its adoption. 


Thanks to its coalition with the 


secular, right-wing true path 
party, led by Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, a former prime min- 
ister, the Welfare Party has a slim 
three-seat majority in parliament. 
The motion to be debated on 
Tuesday was put forth by two left- 
wing parties — the Republican 
People’s Party, led by Deniz 
Baykal, and the democratic left 
party, headed by Bulent Ecevit. 
Ina reference to Welfare’s prO- 
cuse the government of "ignoring 
activites threatening the funda- 
mertal principles of the Republic 
and failing to take necessary meas- 


Government Announces Offensive 


Against Karen Rebels 


and Thais, who in the past have 
used the various ethnic armies 
along the border as a buffer against 
Burma. 

Maho Shar, KNU vice secre- 
tary-general, said last Friday that 
about 100 government had 
been killed or wounded in the 
fighting. He did not estimate 


Karen casualties but said the KNU 
was waging hit-and-run attacks tO 


minimize casualties. 

The KNU says the offensive 
began Feb. 8 and was led by Thura 
Sit Maung. whom it described as 
‘“notorious for human rights abuse 
perpetrated against the civilian 
population in southern Burma.’ 

International human rights 
agencies have in recent years COM- 
piled detailed documentation of 
human rights abuses by the Bur- 
mese military in areas held or in- 
fluenced by ethnic minority 
rebels. These include summary 
executions, torture and rape ûf Ci- 
vilians, forced evacuations of vil- 
lages and use of civilians aş 
front-line porters. 

Rangoon routinely denies 


charges of human rights ا‎ 


The rebels, who have been 
fighting since 1947, demand 
autonomy from the central govern- 
ment and have refused any com- 
promise tbat excludes Aung San 
Suu Kyi, Burma’s Nobel Peace 


rebel bodies had been counted and 
293 weapons along with 270,000 
rounds of ammunition were 
seized. Another 243 weapons and 
70,000 rounds of ammunition 
were brought in by 511 officers 
and soldiers who surrendered fol- 


‘““More KNU members who 
want peace apd wish to exchange 
weapons for peace are expected to 
come in,’ it said. 

An estimated 20,000 people 
have crossed ipto Thailand or were 


e procimity of hae fighting to 
Thailand has led to exchanges of 
fire between tie Burmese trOOps 


RANGOON, Burma — Breaking a 
silence on its military operations 
along the Thai-Burmese border, 
the government annoumced Sun- 
day its troops had killed 41 ethnic 
Karen rebels in a continuing offen- 
sive which began Feb. 11. 

State radio said government 
forces had clashed 53 times with 
the Karen National Union in three 
areas of southeastern Burma since 
the push began against the coun- 
try’s last major insurgency. 

““Mopping up operations’” 
were continuing and more Karen 
fighters were expected to surren- 
der to the government side, the 
broadcast said. 

The offensive has displaced 
thousands of Karer civilians and 
led to artillery exchanges between 
‘Thai and Burmese troops along the 
frontier. The report made no men- 
tion of the escalation of tensions 
with Thailand. 


State radio said the offensive 
was launched after leaders of he 
Karen National Union unilateraliy 
broke off peace talks with Ran- 
goon 


Dalai L Lama Says Planned 
Taiwan Visit Spiritual 


Taiwan next month would be a . 
strictly spiritnal event which 
could help improve ties between 
the: Chinese and the Tibetans. 
This visit wil be strictly spirî- 
tual in nature, the Dalai Lama 
told Reulers television at his h- 
ian headquarters in Dharam- 
sala on Saturday. 

In fact, I feel that in the eyes 
of many Chînese, overseas and 
dir the naninland, if they prep- 
erly study and lock at the pro- 


A newspaper: report in Taipei said on- Snday that Tibetan 
Buddhism’s exiled ğod-king would start his six-day Taiwan visit ou 
March 22, uninterrupted by the death of China’s paramount Leader 
The Dalai Lama did not confîiraı the dates. 
mass circulation United Daily News newspaper said the Dalai 
Lama could mest President Lee Teng-Hui dui he o 

The host of the visit, Taîwan’s Buddhist Association of the 
Republic of China, said it had consulted. lee’s”office about the 
meeting, but no date had been finalized. 

Beijiig considers the Dalî Lama and Lee is two leading splttists 
who seek to divide Tibet and Taiwan from the motherland and the 
reported meeting was almost certain to risk the wrath of China. 
questions over Tibet. 

I want to mention that in 1979, my elder brother, ny personal 
emissşary, had a long meeting with (Dêng), the Dalai Lama said. 

At that tîme he stated that (except) the question of Tibetan 
independence, anything canı be discussed regarding Tibetan issues, 

You see thîs problem is neither good for China or for Tibet — so 
we have to find a solution to this problem (and I had) very much 


But that did not happen, and thst is my repre, the Dalai Lama 
said. 

Tibet was ruled by a theocratic Buddhist elite until 1958 when 
Chinas People’s Liberation Army took over the area. 

Local media iu Taipei has reported the Dalai Lama would also 
meet high-level Taiwan officials during his stay, although the Taiwan 
host repeated the he would have no official contacts and activities 
while io Takran- 

Chima assaãls the Dalaî Lama, wo fled into exile in Indîa in 1959, 
as a spBttist seeking to divide Tibet from China and accuses countries 
that allow him to visit of meddling in Chîra’s internal affairs. 

Siailarly, China regards Taiwan as a renegade province since a 
civil war spit them mı 1349. Jt views Lee’s reforms, inclading direct 

Election mn March 1996 and pursuit of international 


dependence. 
The Dalai Lama has praised President Lee for initiating demo- 
eratic reforms on the nationalst island and lee was reported to have 
welcomed the Dalai Lama to Taiwan in May 1996 exchange of letters. 


Reuter 


presidental 
: recogniišon’s as moves for Taiwan n 


Tehran - Kuala Lumpur 


Zlorse in Bedroom Js Poser for Scottish Firemen 
3 times a week. 


EDINBURGH - Scottish firemen have rnade a tricky rescue — 
a hungry horse from the upstairs bedroom of an old house. 

Max broke out of kis converted stable on the ground floor and 
followed a trail of spilled feed up a narrow stair, squeezing 
through two sharp turns, to a bedroom where forage was kept. 

The floor gave way, leaving the five-year-old gelding 
trapped astride a supporting beam with legs dangling through 
fhe ceiling of the room below. 

Tivo fire engines and avo rescue vehicles answered an 
emergency call to the farm in central Scotland. 


ا کے 
For Sale — Frances Only Private Glacier‏ 


PARIS - For sale, France’s only privately-owned glacier. Pris- 
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China Rocked ûs Bombs On 


THE FINEST IN THF SKY 


cleared away the last of Deng’s 


China's calm following the death 


: ك ت viezus, <agles and 0 human neigh‏ ا 
Rei era an dac ctretea air |  KiNjiang BUSES Kill Seven |. . a:‏ 
the Alps are making a new push to sell their icy valley near BEIJING — Separatists shattered <The attack came as Beijing ILL Eniiites‏ 


the ski resorts of Meribel and Val Thorens despite a state 


ruling in 1990 outlewing any new building. (Reuter) of patriarch Deng Xiaoping by a] and wound up ts FOR SUATNER INFOAMATION CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES DN niira 
Conference On EliIMiNGHING cs ccroris sonbines n cmc we mtcmtovoonn $, KOFBG’S Cabinef Resigns lof 
Child Labor Opens emren “toctn Rat Ten mea urmia - Pog-Seandul House-Cleaning 


the Paramilitary People's Armed 


ers" detonated three home-made 


AMSTERDAM be an excuse for the most inhuman. bombs on public buses in Xin- Police (PAP) had placed cordonss SEOUL — The South Korean ior of his son and confdanis en... 
TInıernatioual Conference on. ا‎ forms of child labor," he said. jiang's capital, Urumqi, late across all major access roads in the cabinet resigned on Wednesday to suared in the Hanbo 
Labor opened Wednesday with The two-day talks will high- Tuesday. city and were carrying out identity pave the way for a sweeping  loans-for-kickbacks scandal, ° 
scathing criticism of societies that light the plight of millions of chil- Seven people were killed and checks on everybody passing. clearout of a goverment tainted. “I told cabinet members hat 
let children be forced into slavery dren worldwide caught in the weþ 67 were injured in three explo- Military tracks and patrols by an exploşive loans scandal. the entire cabinet should take Fol) 
anû prostitution. of prostinution, child-traficking, sions on the public buses, but a were also moving through the city “1. offered ‘my resignation responsibility,” Lee said, :. 

“The world is crazy," German slavery, debt bondage and workin fourth bomb was found before it center, after talks with other cabinet mem- It was Lee's second ofër 
Labor and Social Affairs Minister dangerous environments and irr exploded,” a provincial-level offi- The explosions ripped through bers," Prime Minister Lee Soo- 
Norbert Blum told delegates ar he dustries that kills anı unkrnowy cial said. buses plying routes two, 10 and 44 Sung said. 

He said he received the infor- between 1830 and 1900 local time The prime minister said he ten- 


dered his resignation and that of 
the cabinet to President Kim 
Youmg-Sam, the day after Kim 
apologized publicly for the behav- 


{1030-1100 gmt) on Tuesday, 
while a fourth bomb on a bus on 
e i ERG e 


mation directly from Urumqi'’s 
quick-reaction security forces, but 
۹ on the condition of anOonym- 


Furo-Parliament Head Warns Over 


aumber of youngsters cach year. 
The meeting, organized by the 
Dutch goverment and tie ILO, 
brings together ministers from the 
principal countries concemed — 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, India, 
Kenya, the Philippimes, Tanzania 
anû Thailand — along with iead- 


International Labor Organization 
Conference. 

“One must call a spade a 
spade, '' he said. ‘Prostitution is a 
crime. Slavery is a crime, and 
there caf be no attenuating Cir- 

“Although the Z1st century is 


imminent, we have uot keft dhe ing donor groups. 1 [ rati RP 
TROLL mmigration Row ET 
8 er 


PARIS, France (Feb. 25): A demonstrator is arrested by CRS riot police near the National Assembly in 
Paris during a demonstration by thousands of people against a law on immigration undergoing its 


second reading in the Assembly. (AFP PHOTO) 
PARIS — The speaker of the The French Fareign Ministry which has nothing t0 do 
European Parliament threatened said later that the meeting between with it" — referring to a resolu- 
on Wednesday to cancel a meeting De Charette and Gil-Robles was tion passed last week calling for 
with French Foreign Minister still on as far as it was concerned, the withdrawal of the French im- 
Herve de Charette in a row over a saying the minister was “looking migration bill. 
controversial French irnamigration forward to answering possible De Charette added: “There are 
bill. questions” from the European limits which should not be over- 
Jose Maria Gil-Robles de- Parliament speaker. stepped ... once more the Euro- 
manded that Herve de Charette The French minister said pean Parliament hss showed itself 
clarify remarks criticizing the Wednesday morning that tie So- to be a Partiament which does not 


cialist-majority Strasbourg As- 
sembly “is busying itself over 


Parliament, about its role and its guerrillas holding 72 hostages in 
digrity," he sald in a statement Lima wrapped up a sixth round of 
` released in Paris where he is on a talks with the government on 
visit. Tuesday, and a source close to 


doctors attending captives said the 


Euro-Parliament; after Euro- 
deputies attacked the immigration 


draft law currently being debated 
oy ferh depuies. ٨ Peru, Guerrillas Wrap Up Sixth R 
able comments about the European LIMA — Peruvian Marxist 


Gii-Robies later held a 30-min- 


ened international legislation 


strongholds of the KNU, which 
has fought for greater autonomy 


from Rangoon for 50 years, the 


border sources said. 


Minister Ad Melkert said. 
“Referring to other cultures, against abuse of children 0 those Tuesday of 12 top members 
customs and traditions can never workplace. of Kim’s office and the leaders of 
the ruliuıg New Korea Party 
Thai Troops Push Karen Men ike). 
But the prime minister indî- 
cated a cabinet 
Back into Burmese War Zone nekr rp ipa pos 
BANGKOK — Thai troops have National Council of the Union of parliamentary debate on the scan 
pushed Karen merı back into a war Burma (NCUB) said in a state- dal anû a controversial labor law. Ae 
zone in Burma, while trucking ment. . A: e 0 
and children from Fi fi and shell- ۲ 
E area herê jr ing ا‎ f the Grenade Attaeks i u 
infrastructure projects are Burmese junta pushed into the last Injure A41 People û f û î t4 f j 1 


planned, border sources said 
Wednesday. 

Burmese opposition groups 
meanwhile alleged serious human 


rights abuses by the military in the No comprehensive casualty fig- 
course of a dry-season offensive ures have been reported. 
against the Karen National Union The Karen refugee population 


in Thailand climbed to nearly 
100,000, but may have slipped 


(ENU), larnched by the junta ear- 
lier this month. 


“These abuses include the back as several thousand of therm 
buming of villages, extrajudicial have apparently merged with the 
killings, arbitrary arrest, forced hundreds of thousands of Burmese 
Jabor (and) portering, and the loot- in the country’s illegal workforce. 
ing of villagers’ possessions,” the (AFP) 


DOHA, Qatar (Feb. 25): British Prince Charles inspects guards of 


1 ute unscheduled meeting with rebel leader's mood 
honor wifh Qatari Crown Prince Jassem ibn Hamad ak Thani in Prime Miriister Alain Juppe, but E 
Doha. Charles is currently visiting the Persian Gulf rich oil states. the two men failed to resolve the After negotiations lasting tree 


hours in a Red Cross safehouse, 


و ا 


dispute. 
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pan Hosts Asian Version Of Brunei Moves to Diversify 


Oi-Based Economy 


Brunel, together with the cast- 
ern part of Malaysia, the southem 
Philippines and northern area of 
Indonesia, comes under the East 
ASEAN growth area where e 
nations use their comparative ad- 
vantages to spur economic 


The other ASEAN members 
are Singapore, Thailand and Viet- 
nam. 

Bronei has also set ıup a state 
agency to help boost trade and 


The sultan, reputedly the rich- 
est man in the world with a fortme 
estimated at more than 30 billion 
U.S. dollars, is also prime minis- 
ter and Oefense mipister of the 
pation whose people are predorui- 
nantly ethnic Malays. 

Wielding absolute power over 
his kingdom, the sultan has 
stressed the need to equip the 
country’s young people with the 
skills necessary to generate inius- 
tries that are value-added and 
based on high technology. 


Day on Saturday, the Brunei ruler 
stressed the need for the country 
to look outwards and seize the 
"vast opportunities in he region 
and inthe international arena. " He 
said Brunei's aim was to achieve 
balanced socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

The sultans remarks reflected 
concern over Brunei's excessive 
dependence on its depleting oil 
wealth and the need to create jobs 
for locals, especially 2 growing 
ımmber of young school leavers. 

Brunei, located on Borneo Is- 
land, has a population of 280,000, 
more than a quarter of whom are 
immigrant laborers working on In- 
frastructare projects. 
more than $5 percent of export 
revenmes, have tıumed Brunei, 
Britain in 1984, into one of the 
world’s wealthiest countries. 

It produces some 150,000 bar- 
rels of oll and 25 million cubic 
metres (875 million cubic feet) of 
gas per day, according to publish- 
ed figures. 

But present-day oil and gas re- 
serves are expected to last for only 
about 20 years at current produc- 
tion rates, officials say. 

Sultan Hassanal said last year 
that economic diversification 
would be based on moves to turn 
Brunei into a service hub for trade 
and tourism for the eastern part Of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) region. 


EU: U.S. Will Invoke 
National Security Soon 


isters that the U.S. intended invok- 
ing that right as soon as the EU 
submitted its case to the panel. 

The delay would allow both 
sides to continme negotiating a way 
out of a row that has soured trans- 
Atlantic relations since the act be- 
came law last year. 

EU sources said both sides 
wete now focusing Onl WaJS tO 
bring about a permanent suspen- 
sion of the so-called Tide Hl, but 
the section barring foreigners with 
links to confiscated property was 
Hikely to remain. 

This part has become a U.S. 
law and it would take an act of 
Congress to overturn, said one 


that would also see the U.S. clamp 
down the effects of the so-called 
D'Amato Legislation which seeks 
to curb investment in Libya and 
Iran, considered by Washington to 
be state sporsors of terrorism. 

British Foreign Secretary Mal- 
com Rifkind told reporters that he 
dîd not detect any reservations 
among kis colleagues about the 
course the EU had taken regarding 
the Helrgs-Burton Act, but the 15- 
nation bloc would continme to seek 
ar agreement wih he U.S. 

1 don’t ink tiıcre are legiti- 
mate National Security considera- 
tious, but we shaîl have to wait and 
see, he said. 

An earlier ststenent by the for- 
rather resolye the row directly 
with Washington than have the 
WTO rule on the matter. 

4n 


BRUSSELS — The United States 
will invoke a National Security 
Defense of its Helrms-Burton Act 
immediately after the European 
Union formally presents its case to 
a World Trade Organization dis- 
putes panel, EU diplomats said on 
Monday. 

We have been told by the 
Americans that as Soon as we 
make our submission, they will 
irrvoke national security, said dip- 
1omats at a meeting of EU foreign 
ministers in Brussels. 

This wîli be in about six to eight 
weeks unless we manage to reach 
an agreement outside the WTO, 
one said. 

The act — a culmination of 
years of U.S. policy aimed at iso- 
lating the Cuban government of 
Fidel Castro — was passed last 
year to a chors of indignation 
from the EU anû other American 
allies. 

Among otbêr things it allows 
naturalized Americans to soe in 
U.S. courts any foreign companies 
and individuals deemed to have 
gamed from investments in PrOD- 
erty confiscated by the Cuban gOv- 
erament since the Communist 
Revolution of 1959. 

Although this section of the leg- 
islation has twice beer suspended 
by presidene Bill Clinton, the EU 
is also opposed to another part 
which prohibits foreigners with 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN — 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of 
Brunei, the world's richest man. 
has moved to widen thé base of the 
tiny kingdom’ s oil-based economy 
with a major increase in 
development spending. 

The 50-year-old sultan dis- 
closed at the weekend that he was 
allocating 7.2 billion Brunei dol- 
lars (5.14 billion U.S.) to finance 
Bruneî’s seventh National Devel- 

Plan into the next century 


ere 


` G7, Focus on Stable Markets 


at the meeting, which would "dis- 


market issues of mutual interest.” 


Kato, and Bank of Japan Executive 
Director, Akira Nagashima. 

It said peoples Bank of China 
Vice Governor Chen Yuan and a 
senior official from the Hong 
Kong monetary authority were 
also expected to attend. 

Senior officials from 11 central 
banks already meet under great 
secrecy every six months under 


the EMEAP framework to discuss 


Economic avd Monetary Develop- 
ments in East Asia and the Pa- 
cific. 

EMEAP groups Australia, 


arr) 


cause the dollar is the key currency 
in the region, while China Has the 
second largest foreign currency 
reserves of any country, the offi- 
كاھ‎ said. 

The senîor official said repre- 
sentatives of the six economies 
were expected to meet peri- 
odically, but ministers and central 


said he saw "No problem," even 
China on July 1. 


London Tube Sale to Raise Reinvest £2bn 


Young is interested in selling 
the network off under a 10 to 20 


Privatization of the under- 
ground is expected to be one of the 
key i in the roli 
tive party’s election manifesto. 
The Timeş said the manifesto will 
also include proposals to give the 
still publicly owned Post Office 
greater commercial freedom. 

But plans to privatize the Post 
Office and the Channel Four 
television station have been 
ditched. Even so the government 
is still looking to raise £6.5 bilion 
in sell-cffs over the next four 
years, if it wins the election, said 
the report. (Reuter) 


EU Exchange Rates 
Are Righi 
PARIS — Exchange rates within 
the European Union are now right 
and there is no need for the rate of 
the French franc to change, 


French Finance Minister Jean 
Arthuis told the government on 


ing at a weekîy cabinet meeting On 
a record trade surpins in 1996 


` which was published on Tuesday. 


"The very favorable results 
obtained with our partners in the 
European Union prove, if proof 
were needed, that exchange rates 
within the EU are right and there 
is po peed to change the rate of the 
franc as some people advised a few 
months ago," Artimis said. AFP 


which must be hell by May 22. 
The two billion price tag 


Norris, the former transport min- 
ister who is working on the gov- 
erıment’s election manifesto, told 
Retuters up to £1.5 billion could be 
raised from the sale. 


Lebanon to Limit T' “Bill 


LONDON — Britain’s Transport 
Mimister is set to announce plans 
for the sale of London's Under 
groınd Rail Network for £2 billion 
which would be reinvested in the 
a. 1 to a report in 


ا کے ا 


vote winner among Lonlon’s 


commuter masses iu fhe clection 


` TOKYO — AS bess 


party Asia-Pacific meeting next 
week to diISCISS IMACTO-£CONOMiC 


and foreign currency. issues, with 
the focûs on market stability, Fi 


officials from Anstralia, China, 
Hong Kang, Japan, Singapore and 
the United States would take part 
in the March 4 meeting in Tokyo, 
with the focus on. ” stabilization” of 


the March 4 meeting was a reflec- 
tion of the Intemational nature of 
the region’s financial matkets. 
"Asian markets are not local 
markets any more and it has be- 


ers hold talks on a regular basis, 
but added it was not clear how 
often such meetings would occur. 


The G7, which groups the . 


United States, Japan, Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy, and Can- 
ada, agreed in Berlin on February 
8 on tie need for cooperation in 
Haining ab 8 E 


n has been holding méct- 
iwgs similar to he Tokyo gather- 
ing with Hong Kong, Singapore 
and Australla since 1992. 

The United States and China 
were added to the dialogue be- 


Issues, Stabilize Rates 


central bank is more keen to accept 

two-year bids than three-month 

bids, a barking source said. 
Commercial bankers said 


Salameh's statement was good for 


the Lebanese pound and a chal- 

tenge for the country’s banks. 
They are saying they don't 

want to borrow more. It’s good 


He said the goverıment’s an 
in limiting T-bill issues, which 
have been popular with Lebanese 
banks, was to get them to start 
lending more to businesses in the 
econarny. 

We haven't been doing that be- 
cause T-bills were more attractive. 
Now that this avermıe is restricted 
we will look very seriously at 
1ending Lebanese pounds to busi- 
neşses in the economy, he added. 


(Reuter) 


of the fiance it needs for develop~ 
ment. 

Salameh emphasized that the 
surphıses were no longer needed. 

We don’t need a surplus be- 
cause the level of the creditor ac~ 
count of the government is 
sufficient to.cover all the projected 
(budget) deficîr for the coming 
year, he said. 

T-bill yields, which have fallen 
for months, shoukl now stabilize, 
Salameh added. 

We see the rate of interest 


should stabilize around these lev- 


els and decrease in very small in- 
crementals from now on, he said. 


Irterest rates are now ina range 


of 13.87-16.14% after dropping 
from 14.56-21.58 % since Novem- 
ber. 

The bark signaled an Saturday 
that it wanted rates to stabîlize by 
limiting for the first time the 
amount of three- and six-month 
bills it awarded to non-competitive 
bids — those made by private indi- 
viduals and foreign investors. 

It surprised the market by 
awarding only 10% and 14% of 
pon-competirive bids for the iree- 
and six-month bills. The bank al- 
ready awards T-bills on a pro rata 


BEIRUÛT -- Lebanon's ا‎ 
Bank Governor said on Monday 
tbe government had enough fonds 
to cover the projected 1997 budget 
deficit and did not need to attract 


ment was ready to curb its massive 
public borrowing which has 
strained Lebanon's finances and 
aroused heavy criticism in paflia- 
mit. 

I can tell you today that he 
Lebanese goverment is ramming 
sufficient surplus in its creditor 
account at he Central Bank there- 
fore there iS nO need to issue more 


increase in 

The weekly Till anctions 
have been the main source of fund 
ing for the poblic debt which grew 
41 % in 1996 alone to $10.3 Dillion 
grkler the strain of Prime Minister 
Rafik ai-Harirî's anmıbitious recon- 
struction PrOgTaM. 

The biğgh yield three-month, 
six-month, 12-montk and two- 
years Tillis, which are denomi- 
ated in Lebanese pounds, have 
been highly popular with local and 
foreign irvestors. The balance be- 
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Dutch City Searches for 
Marijuana ‘Entrepreneurs’ 


“coffee shops" to sell smal 
amounts for personal use without 
fear of prosecullon. 

Beijert wouldn’t say where. 


the drugs will come frorı, aud he 


stressed that the city will not get 
involved with the suppiy side of 
the business. 

He said ads annoumcng dhe 
application process for the shops 
in. Purmerend, about 15 
kilometers {9 miles) north of 


Thursday. - 
Applicants must have a “plan 


of action” on how they will 
minimize the noise an ımuisance 


that usually come with coffee 


They also must specify what 


' kind of information they will 


provide to customers on the. 
health hazards of drug use, and 
they must have restaurant 


experience. 

Beijert said a special selection 
committee will choose the 
entrepreneurs wilo will receive 
an official letter from the mayor 
permitting them to set up shop. 

Several other Dutch towns 
gained notoriety recently by 
opening City PO 
marijuana cafes. 


PURMEREND, Netherlands — 


experience arl respect for the 
law required. Discretion a plus. 
Apply to City Hall. 


Officials in duis Amsterdam . 


suburb said Tuesday they'll rın 
newspaper advertisements this 
week seeking “entreprereurs’” tO 
operate the city’s two new drug 
shops. ۰ 

Authorities say the shops will 
reduce the underground trade in 
ilicît drugs, giving them greater 
control over it. م‎ 

Unlike in the Dutch capital of 
Amsterdam, where nearly 400 
privately owned coffee shops 
openly sell marijuana and 
hashish, Purmerend’"s drug trade 
is largely underground — 
operating through private homes 
and telephone “hotlines.” 

*‘“We wart to put a balt to that 
kind of trading,” said City Hall 
of the new shops, he said, is to 
keep drug sales in the open where 


„, Police can better monitor and 


control them, and to prevent such 
sales to minors. 

In the Netherlands, so-called 
soft drugs such as hashish and 
marijuana are still illegal, but 
authorities allow privately owned 


Hrmy of God Claims Atlanta 
Bombings 


were aware of û radical anti 
abortion group called the Army 
of God, which has been known tO 
circulate bomb-maki 1 
as a means of advocating vio- 
lence against abortion clinîcs. 

Meanwhile, CNN reported 
that a separate claim of responsi- 
bility was phoned in to the gay 
yellow pages in Phoenix, Ari- 
zona, by an anonymous fernale 
caller who said she represented a 
Los Angeles-based neo-Nazi 
group kuown as the Sons of fhe 
Confederate Klan. 

The Army of God ietter 


lashed, out at what it called he 
anmal murder of 3.5 milion 
children, saying the practice 
would not be tolerated, 

Meanwhile, the FBI, which 
has raised the possibility that a 
single bomber was at large in 
Ailanta, said there were distinct 
similarities between the bomb 
that injured five people ata night- 
cinb last weekend and the mid- 
Jamuary double-bombing at the 
Atlanta Family Planning Serv- 
ices Center in the suburb of 
Sandy Springs. 

Investigators cautioned it was 
too early to conclude that both ° 
attacks were the work of the same 
person or group, saying a federal 
crime lab had yet to issue foren- 
sic reports on the two bombs that 
exploded at the nightclub. 


The FBI said on Saturday that 
the explosion at the Otherside 
Lounge ih northeast Atlanta WaS 
similar enough to the abortion - 
clinic bombing and last July's 
pipe bomb attack at 
Olympic Park for investigators O 
suspect that a serial boraıber codlê 


be at work. {Reuter} 


ATLÃNTA — An anonymous 
letter purported to be fron a mili. 


ings of an abortion clinic and a 
nightclub here, 

Mailed to an intermational 
news agency hours after Friday 
night’s explosion at a bar, the 
letter claimed to contain details 
about fhe makeup of bombs used. 
in both attacks. 

Its author also sought to set up 
a system by which claims of re- 


could be confirmed. 

The FBI could not say imme- 
diately whether the letter was 
e “At this point we're just 
a 1 said Jay Spada- 

Bat i aE said they 
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SYDNEY — The world rights 
Australia"s unique wolemi pine, 
a prehistoric tree that was 
discovered growing near here 
three years ago, will be sold to 
ensure its survival, authorities 
said Wednesday. : 

The New Sourh Wales state 
government plans to sell the 
rights to propagate and market 
seedlings of the tree, which has 
been described as the botanical 
equivalent of a living dinosaur. 

The proposal means that 
within three years gardeners will 
have access to seedlings grown 
from. the single existing stand of 
the 150 million-year-old trees. 

Environment Minister Pam 


Allan said the move to encourage 
private sector involvement would 


ensure that the rare plants, which 
dated back to tke time of the 
dinosaurs, did not become 
extinct. 

“There is currently only a 
single stand of trees in one 
remote location in the wild,” she 
said in a statement. 

“Having seedlings distributed 
to botanical and private gardens 
will ensure a healthy 

About 40 wollemi pines, 
previously tought extinct, were 
discovered in 1994 in the Blue 
Mountains, just a three-hour 
drive and a day's walk from 
downtown Sydney. 

The location of the trees, in a 
near-inaccessible OE 
gorge, remains a 
occ ALOU hz ile Û OT 


to have been discovered and 


damaged by some intruders. 

The tree’s existence was 
previously known ory through 
fossils and its closest relatives are 
believed to be extinct plants from 
the Jurassic and Cetaceous 
periods between 65 to 200 
million years ago. 

Horticulturalists have grown 
500 plants from cuttings and 
seeds since the wollemi pine was 
discovered. 

Allen said a number of 
interoational and state forestry 
bodies showed an interest in 
growing the species as a 
O 


Mother Tere eresa Will Not Be 
Pressured Against Her Will 


determined to give up the post 
which she has held since 
establishing the order in 1950. 

Kumar said the 86-year-old 
missionary remained firm on 
stepping down ard the elections 
were nearing an emd. 

“They are going to choose a 
successor very soon. It has to be 
done now but ... the sisters have 
not told me anything timewise.'" 

A senior mm from the order, 
‘meanwhile, said the electoral 
coilege was debating a change in 
the order's structure, by making 
Mother Teresa titular head and 
having two top jobs in place of 
one. 

Mother Teresa was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for 
her missionary work. 

She first asked to give up her 
post as head of the order seven 
years ago but was re-elected. She 
also wanted to quit in 1994 but 
was persuaded to carry on by the 


CALCUTTA — ‘A close 
associate of Mother Teresa 
argued here Wednesday the 
Nobel laureate would not be 
pressured into continuing as the 


head of the Missionaries ‘of 


Charity Order she founded. 
“I don't think so. It would be 


very unfair on her. I don’t think 


the sisters would do that," the 
friend, Sunita Kumar, said. 

The Press Trust of India, 
quoting sources close to Mother 
Teresa, reported Tuesday she 
would be re-elected as superior 
general. 

An electoral college of 126 
senior nuas from around the 
world is meeting to elect a new 
bead of the order. The elections 
began with a retreat on Jamary 
16. 

Mother Teresa, who has been 
in and out of hospital since 
August with life-threatening 
heart problems, malaria and 
pneumonia, is reportedly 


PASE 6 general 


Romania’ s King Mlichael 
Comes Home 


Michael in fac worked as a test 
pilot for a U.S. firm before being 
employed as a broker by a New 
York-based Greek- U.S. 
company. 

After the fall of communist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu late 
1989, Michael offered to rerum 
as a constitutional monarch if 
called upon by a democratically- 
elected Parliament. 

Though there is little support 
for a return to the monarchy in 
Romania, Michael is persoually 
popular, and received a warm 
welcome on his only previous 
return in 1992 to celebrate 
Orthodox Easter. 

Other tries caused him 
nothing but humiliation. He was 
not authorized to disembark 
twice at Bucharest airport for 
lack of a visa, and other attempts 
to return failed when his 
entourage felt conditions 
imposed by the government were 
unacceptable. 

Voting to restore his 
citizenship, the goverment said 
“We can consider that neither 
Michael nor his family were ever 


, stripped of their citizenship.” 


But it added that this did not alter 
the country's constitution, 
meaning that Michael would not 
be able to reclaim the throne. 
“King Michael's visit is an 
important step towards the 
normalization of this country. All 
the nations in our part of the 
world have already made this sort 
of conciliatory gesture and it was 
high time for Romania to do the 
same thing,” Prime Minister 
Victor Ciorbea told foreign 


“Tt was absurd that someone 
of his stature be forbidden from 
i SES 


Sigmaringen dynasty destined to 
become the fourth Romanian. 


But he reigned only twice, the 
fîrst time from 1927 to 1930, 
when at the age of six he was 
asked to stand in for bis 
flirtatious father, who had been 
given the choice of giving up his 
mistress or giving up the throne, 

But in 1930 Carol I returned, 
grabbed the crown and sent his 
son to finish his schooling. A few 
years later, in 1938, Carol 
abolished the constitution and 
founded a pro-fascist party, only 
to be overthrown himself in 1940 
by another rightwinger, Marshal 
Ion Antonescu. 

After Carol's abdication, 
Michael stepped onto the throne 
for the second time, proclaimed 
king of Romania during some of 
the country’s darkest days, with 
Antonescu still at the helm of 
government. 

Antonescu, a bardline 
rightist, sided with Hitler against 
the Allies during World War Il. 

Bat in 1944, Michael stepped 
in and restored Romania's pride 
by arresting Antonescu by 
surprise in August, 1944, and 
switching the country’s 
international allegiances. 

In 1945, he showed yet more 
determination, trying to stem the 
communists by staging a “royal 
strike” — refusing to rubber- 
stamp laws and decrees adopted 
by the communists — at a time 
when hundreds of thousands of 
Soviet troops remained stationed 
in Romania. 

But in 1947 he was forced to 
abdicate and fled to the United 
States. He was later stripped of 
his citizenship. 

Accused by the ruling 
communists of robbing the 
country of some of its wealth, 


BUCHAREST — Romania's 
King Michael 1, who retıms to 
his country this week as a fully- 
fledged citizen for he first time 
in 50 years, spent most of his life 
in exile aıd fittle time on the 
throne. 

Stripped of his citizenship by 
the communists 5O0 years a£0. 
Michael remained a staunch 
patriot through his long years in 
exile, committed to a nation that 
no louger wanted or needed him. 
That experience appears to have 
its mark. 

Aged 75 today, Michael 
carries a certain air of sadness 
and has willfully rejected any 
desire to step back on the throne. 

“I belong to no group. no 
party. but I belong to all of you, '” 
he said, from his home in 
Switzerland last week. Recalling 
his coronation oath decades 
earlier, he added: “This oath 
obliges me to raise no 
constitutional or material matters 
today.” 

It was only on February 21 
this year that the Romanian 
government restored the 
citizenship of Michael and his 
family, opening the way for a 
grand six-day visit a week later, 
seen as a bold new step forward 
on Romania's path to normalcy. 

The former monarch and his 
wife, Ana de Bourbon Parme, 
live in Versoix, Switzerland, 
where their home is always open 
to visiting Romanians. The eldest 
of their five daughters, Princess 
Margarita, who recently married 
a Romanian actor, works with 
her father. 

Bom October 25, 1921, in 
Sinaia, uorth of Bucharest, 
Michael was the only son of King 
Carol I and Helen of Greece, a 
descendant of the Hohenzollern- 


Albanian Girl a Winner Despite 


$70,000. 


Thousands of Albanians sank . 


millions of dollars info five pyra- 
mid schemes which went broke 
in January. Invesiment firms 
such as Vefa then froze their cli- 
ents” accounts, fearing a rush of 
panic withdrawals. (Reuter) 
Brazil Police 
Hrrest Suspect in 

Teen Killings 
RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazilian 
police arrested one of two men 

of shooting and 
five teenagers because they dıd 
mot pay a 50cent bus fare, a 
police spokesman said. 

The bodies of the boys, aged 
15 to 17, were found o1 Friday 
in Belford Roxo, a suburb of Rio 
de Janeiro they all had fatal head 
wounds. 

The police spokesman said the 
five probably were killed by two 
security guards employed by a 
bus company because they were 
e and refused to pay be 


2 said the two men forced 
the victims off the bus after the 
ticket seller complained that the 
boys did not want to pay. 

The second suspect in the 
shooting, who was still at large, 
was believed to be involved with 
death squads. the police spokes- 
mıan said. (Reuter} 


wasn't. 

It was the raven-haired, chatty 
Bianka who convinced her grand- 
mother to try the national lottery, 
picking three tickets and marking 
them with her initial B to distin- 
guish them from her grand- 
mother’s 12 tickets. 

She told Reuters television she 
had prayed to Allah for help: 
“please help me win ‘telebingo’. 
I am with you and you are with 
me. Forgive me any mistakes.” 

Bianka also asked that her 
pregnant mother, married to a 
Tunisian in Italy, gîve birth to a 
baby boy and that she get an outfit 
like that worn by her Japanese 
cartoon heroine, Sailor Moon. 

She also said she had dreamed 
of chatting with an angel who had 


, promised that ber wishes would 


be granted. 

What will she do with her 
money? 

“1 want to buy a mermaid doll 
and give it to my mother, grand- 
mother and grandfather,” she 
said. 


Hava said they would self 
their litle apartment asd buy 
one, at Bianka"s request, with a 
bath. 

‘Telebingo’ is a nationally- 
televised lottery which has taken 
over from the failed pyramids as 
the most popular way of trying to 
get rich quick. Its prizes go up to 


Pyramid Chaos 


TIRANA — In a country full of 
financial losers, an Albanian 
Gypsy girl has become a rare 
winner after buying a Iacky lot- 
tery ticket. 

Bianka Vucina, aged seven, 
won $7,000 — nearly 10 years’ 
pay for an average Albanian — 
after praying to Allah to help her. 

The grandmother she lives 
with has $5,000 trapped in frozen 
accounts at companies bit by a 
pyramid investment scandal 
which bas ruined thousands of 
Albanians. 

After a month of national mis- 
ery, Bianka’s good forme is in 
stark contrast to that of the 
crowds which gather for daily 
protests after losing their savings 
inthe get-rich-quick scams which 
collapsed last month. 

Bianka was abandoned by her 
parents when a baby and lives 
with her grandmother Hava in a 
small apartment in a Tirana sub- 
urb. 

She bought her lucky ticket 
with ber grandmother after he 
pair left the offices of Vefa, 
where $4,000 of the grand- 
mother’s savings are frozen in an 
account. She bas $1,000 frozen 
in another scheme. 

They had been checking to see 
whether Hava's name was on a 
list of investors who are expected 
to get their money back. It 


FEBRUARY 27, 1997 


TEHRAN — The composition of 
the influenza vaccine for the 
1997/1998 season was announced 
on Feb. 24, at a meeting of 
international experts held at the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) headquarters in Geneva. 

WHO said three main antigenic 
types of influenza viruses are 
currently circulating among the 
world’s population. According to 
the agency, these viruses all have 
a remarkable capacity to change 
their antigenic characteristics 
from year to year. The viruses are 
known as A (HIN1). A (H3N2) 
and B, and composed of two 
influenza strains of type A and one 
type B strain. The agency said tbe 
latest formula recommended by 
WHO is: an A/Wuhan/359/95 
(H3N2) — like strain; an 
A/Bayern/7/95 (HIN1) like 
strain; and a B/Beijing/184/93 — 
Hike strain. 

Scieotists are constantly 
challenged to identify major 
emerging strains of influenza 
viruses, so that effective vaccines 
can be devised each year, 
according to WHO. It said that in 
comparison to last year’s 
recommendations Tor the vaccine, 
one of the three influenza vaccine 
components had been changed. 

“So far during the 1996 — 
1997 influenza season, several 
countries have reported moderate 
to severe influenza epidemics. The 
epidemics in many countries 
reached a peak arouod the end of 


. December 1996 or during January 


1997," WHO said. 
(Courtesy United Nations Infor- 
anation Center) 


writes, Greenspan in a new book, 
The Growth of the Mind 
(Addison-Wesley, 1997), 
three-year-olds who begin the 
descent into the autistic’s limited 
universe canı sometimes be 
snatched back. 

Indeed, parents are the brain’s 
first and most irıportant teachers. 
Among other things, they appear 
to help babies learn by adopting 
the rhythmic, high-pitched 
speaking style known as 
Parentese. When speaking to 
babies, Stanford University 
psychologist Anne Fernald has 
found, mothers and fathers from 
mary” cultures change their speech 
patterns in the same peculiar ways. 
“They put their faces very close to 
the child,"” she reports. “They use 
shorter utterances, and they speak 
in an unusrally melodious 
fashion.” The heart rate of infants 
increases while listening to 
Parentese, even Parentese 
delivered in a foreign language. 
Moreover, Fernald says, 
Parentese appears to hasten the 
process of connecting words to the 
objects they denote. 
Twelve-month-olds, directed to 
“look at the ball” in Parentese, 
direct their eves to the correct 
picture more frequently than when 
the instruction is delivered in 
normal English. 

(To be contd) 
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effective, then, says George 
Washington University’s 
Greenspan, treatment must target 
the underlying condition, 
protecting some children from 


` disorienting noises and lights, 


providing others with 
attention-grabbing stimulation. 
But when parents and therapists 
collaborate in an intensive effort to 
reach these abnormal brains, 


هكا من عا 8 


Around the age of two months, for 
example, the motor-control 
centers of the brain develop to the 
poiot "that infants can suddenly 
reach out and grah a nearby object. 
Around the age of four months, the 
cortex begins to refine the 
connections needed for depth 
perception and binocular vision. 
And around the age of 12 months, 
the speech centers of the brain are 
poised to produce what is-perhaps 
the most magical moment of 
childhood: the first word that 
marks the flowering of language. 
When the brain does not 
receive the right information — or 
shuts it out — the result can be 
devastating. Some children who 
display early signs of autism, for 
example, retreat from the world 
because they are hypersensitive to 
sensory stimulation, others 
because their senses are 
underactive and provide them with 
too little information. To be 


FERD ° NANDS®S bY Henrik Rehr 


and remain at that level until the 
age of 10 or 11. 

This profusion of connections 
lends the growing brain 
exceptional flexibility and 
resilience. Consider the case of 
13-year-old Brandi Binder, who 


_ developed such severe epilepsy 


that surgeons at UCLA had to 
remove the entire right side of her * 
cortex when she was six. Binder 
lost virtually all .the control she 
had established over muscles on 
the left side of ber body, the side 
controlled by the right side of the 
brain. Yet today, after years of 
therapy ranging from leg lifts to - 
math and music drills, Binder is a 
top student at the Holmes Middle 
School in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. She loves miüsîic, math 


. ark art — skills usually associated 


with the right half of the brain. 
And while Binder’s recuperation 
is not 100% — for example, she 
has never regained the use of her 
left arm — it comes close, Says 
UCLA pediatric neurologist Dr. 
Donald Shields: “If there”s a way 
to compensate, the developing 
bram will find it.” 

What wires a childs brain, say 
neuroscientists — or rewires it 


after physical trauma — is 


object or gazes intently at a face or 
listens to a hıllaby, tiny bursts of 
electricity shoot through the brain, 
kuitting neurons into circuits as 
well defined as those etched onto 
silicon chips. The results are those 
behavioral mileposts that never 
cease to delight and awe parents. 


a Child’s Brain Develops 
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PART5 
Experience Kicks in 
When a baby is born, it can see 


apd hear and smell and respond to 


How 


ر 


Cit 
ey 


` stem; a primitive region that 


controls vital functions like 
heartbeat and breathing, has 
completed its wiring. Elsewhere 
the connections between DEUrONS 
are wispy and weak. But over the 
first few months of life, the brain's 
higher centers explode wih new 
synapses. And as dendrites and 
axons swell with buds and 
branches like trees in spring, 
metabolism soars. By the age of 
two, a child’s brain contains twice 
as many synapses and consumes 


twice as much energy as the brain 

of a normal adult. : 
University of Chicago pediatric 

neurologist . Dr. Peter 


Huttenlocher has chronicled this 
extraordinary epoch in brain 
development by auropsying the 
brains of infants and yourg 
children who have died 
unexpectedly. The number of 
synapses in one layer of the visual 
cortex, Hurtenlocher reports, rises 
from around 2,500 per neuron at 
birth to as many as 18,000 about 
six months later. Other regions Of ' 
the cortex score similarly 
spectacular increases but on 
slightly different schedules. And 
while these microscopic 
conpections bétween nerve fibers 
contirue to form throughout life, 
they reach their highest average 
densities (15,000 synapses per 
neuron) at arouad the age of two 
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Duplex, 300 sq.m land, 
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kitchen system, 3 
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s/p, sauna & Jacuzzi. 
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Witness’s 
Retraction Deals 
Blow to Case 
Against Andreotti 


PALERMO. Italy — One of the 
main prosecution witnesses in the 
trial of former Italian Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreotti for 
alleged links with the Mafia went 
back on his testimony Monday. 

Francesco. Filippazzo dealt a 
blow to the prosecution case when 
he denied that he had said during 
quèstioning in 1995 that he had 
seen Andreotti at the wedding of 
Angela Salvo, daughter of Mafia 
member Nino Salvo. 

The prosecution claims that 
Cousins Nino and Ignazio Salvo 
acted for the Mafia in dealings 
with Italy's Christian Democrat 
Party in the shape of European 
member of Parliament Salvo 
Lima, a close political ally of An- 
dreotti 

Andreotti has always denied 
ever having met the Salvo Cous- 
ins. 

Filippazzo, who was Lima’s 
personal chauffeur, said he had 
confused two receptions while be- 
ing questioned by the authorities in 
1995. He had not reread the offi- 
cial account of his statements be- 
cause he was tired after ten hours 
of interrogation. 

ın fact, Filipazzo said, he had 
not seen Andreotti at the wedding 
reception in August 1981 at the 

Hote! in Palermo. 

Andreotti, 78, said prosecution 
witnesses had frequently made 
mistakes about dates in describing 
his activities. . 

He said that in a series of in- 
stances witnesses had claimed he 
was in sicily on days when he was 
either in Parliament in Rome, or 
in Strasbourg, or in the office of 
the Italian president, or at Chris- 
tian Democrat Party meetings. (AFF) 


TEHRAN TIMES 


VATICAN CITY, Vatican City State: (Feb. 24): Pope John Paul If (L) and Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic 
Harirî shake hands before their meeting at the Vatican. Hariri is on anı official visit to Italy. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Job-Seekers in Bahrain 


Stand at 4,500 


groups Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Oman and Kuwait. 

Other PGCC states have also 
begun a drive to find jobs for their 
citizens and reduce reliance on 
expatriates 

A Persian Gulf official said in 
December foreign workers 
accounted for more than 80 
percent, and in some cases 90 
E of laborers ا‎ e 


` Yeltsin | Signals His Full 
Return to the Political Fray 


Even now he is a shadow of the 
mano who became president in 
1991 and his health faces two big 
tests — his delivery of an annual 
policy speech to Parliament on 
March 6 and a summit with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in Helsinki 
on March 20-21. 

Kremlin sources say they are 
confident he is well enough to ad- 
dress Parliament for about 30 min- 
utes and that his health will alow 
him to fly to Helsinki, dismissing 
suggestions that he night only be 
ap to taking the train. 

Yeltsin’s clear aim in returning 
to a normal routine will be to show 
be is back at the helm in Russia. 
He will also hope to show his 
political foes that the race to suc- 
ceed him is a long distance event 
and not a sprint, and to ridicule 
their efforts to amend the constitu- 
tion to water down his vast powers 
or to oust him. 

Hîs return to health makes an 
early presidential election less 
probable, said Andrei 
Pionrkowski, head of the Center 
for Strategic Stadies ThinkTank. 
All political life in the last two 
months bas been concentrated on 
this one thing. This activity wil 
not cease but it will at least calm 
down. 

Piontkowski said dential 
challengers such as ousted Secu- 
rity Adviser Alexander Lebed, 
who is demanding Yeltsin's re- 
moval and putting himself forward 
for the presidency, would now 

(Contd on Pg.14) 


MOSCOW — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, looking better than 
at any time since he was reelected 
last summer, looks set for a return. 
to full-time work in the Kremlin 
after nearly eight months battling 
ill health. 

Yeltsin, who has been recover- 
ing from heart problems and. then 
pneumonia, declared himself 
fighting fit on Sunday and looked 
well in his first public appearance 
for weeks. 

Although he has lost weight and 
his long-term ability to rule re- 
mains in doubt, the 66-year-old 
president has shown clear signs of 

iu the past week. 

It seems tbat this week has seen 
a breakthrough in the process of 
the president's recovery, influen- 
tial television presenter Yevgeny 
Kiselyov said in Sunday's edition 
of the weekly current affairs pro- 
gram, ogi. 

Like it or not, even Yeltsin’s 
biggest enemies will probably 
have to acknowledge after this that 
today we saw the president we saw 
before his illness. 

Yeltsim’s full retorn to the DO- 
Hitical fray has been much anticî- 


both lungs in Jarmary, but he has 
gradually been stepping up hiş vis- 
its to the Kremlin since he left 
hospital on Jamary 20. 


sporadic anti-government uorest 
since December 1994. 

Bahrain has no unemployment 
problem in terms of the criterion 
used in other countries. .. It is 
more of a problem of integrating 
the national workforce in the labor 
market, Shula told a news 
conference after talks in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
boost labor and social affairs 


Os masked unemployment as 
there are 130,000 jobs beld by 
foreigners in Bahrain. 

Bahrain, the least wealthy 
country in the oil-rich Persian 
Gulf region but a business and 
banking hub, has a population of 
518,243, of whom 223,928 are 
foreigners. 

Shula put unemployment at two 
percent — in a total workforce of 
239,000. 

Independent economists have 
put the figure at 10 to 15 percent. 
Most of the jobless come from the 
island’s majority Shia Muslim 
community who live in villages 
that have been at the center of 
protests that erupted over WO 
years ago. 

The protesters say they are 
demanding economic reforms, 
including more jobs as well as the 
restoration of Parliament 
dissolved in 1975 by the Sunni 
Muslim govemment. 

Shula said the government’s 
drive to Bahrainize the workforce 
by increasing the number of its 
nationals in the private sector that 
is heavily dominated by 
expatriates had reaped major 

Now Bahraînis hold 70 percent 
of jobs in banks, 95 percent in 
telecommunications and 95 
percent in the aluminiom sector, 
added tbe minîster who arrived in 
Abu Dhabi on Saturday. 

Bahrainis in the private sector 
now stand at 35 percent which is a 
much better percentage than that 
in other Persian Gulf contries, 
Shula said. 

The UAE and Bahrain are 
members of the PGCC, a political 
and economic alliance that also 


ABU DHABI — Bahrain’s Labor 
and Social Affairs Minister 
Abde1l-Nabi al-Shula said 4,500 
Balıainis, mostly new university 
graduates, were seeking jobs in the 
small Persian Gulf Arab island. 

He also said Bahrain bal no 
real unemployment problem as 
two-thirds of job-seekers 
remained without jobs for only six 
months in a labor market that 
absorbs 6,500 a year. 


. Manama has embarked on ani 
ambitious vocational training 


program to find more jobs for 
Bahrainis to combat rising 


smaller leftist parties, which hel 
its founding meeting on Saturday, 
electing as chairman liberal Marx- 
ist Alexander Tomov, who came 
fourth in November's presidential 
election. 

The Euro-left has three promi- 
nent former socialist deputies in its 
leadership but has just two months 
to mobilize enough support to poll 
at least the four percent minimum 
for entering Parliament after gen- 
eral elections on April 19. 

The interim ` cabinet has said 
clearly that it supports the IMF’s 
currency board proposal, that it 
will crack down on corruption and 
that it does not want Bulgaria to 
miss the boat on NATO expan- 
son, an issue on which the social- 
ists were ambivalent. 


Interior Minister Bogomil . 


` Bonev has ordered an investiga- 
tion into cases of civil servants 
acquiring unearned income Or 
property which did not correspond 
to their wages. 

Mernbers of the former social- 
ist administration have been 
banned from traveling abroad, and 
Bonev has replaced senior Interior 
Ministry staff and canceled all 
leave. 

Boney told a news conference 
the former government had been 
unable to fight corruption because 
it was too closely linked to those 


involved. E 


One Zajedno leader Vuk 


unemployment that has helped fuel 
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` Serbia Facing 
Spring of Discontent 


Belgrade Council on Friday, end- 
. ing the socialists’ 50-year rule of 
` the city, One. of its co-leaders. 
Zoran Djindjic was elected mayor. 

Tensions between the three 
Party leaders have already started 
to show and observers say it is 
only a matter of time before 
Milosevic tries to tear the coalition 


So far it has revealed no clear 
program and has little experience 
‘of being in power — leaders admit- 
ted on Friday the reality was far 
more frightening than the dream. 

It faces a daunting task in a city 


. flooded with refugees from Bos- - 


` Hia’s 43-month ‘war, .with a col- 


employment. 
” Draskovic said: We found empty 
coffers, the economy is in 4 cata 


strophic simation. Hungry people _ 


are demonstrating in the streets 
and there are going to be more and 
more of them. . 
. But Zajedno’s hands may be 
. tiéd, relying on transfers of money 
from fhe government. The Federal 
and Serbian governments could 
create serious problems for the 
coalition by denying financial as- 
` sistance and budget allocations. 

Bur if (the government) really 
wanted to undermine the city, the 
.  Ë Milosevic wants.to survive 
politically, he will have to fod a 
„ “solution to Serbia's financial cri- 
. sis." Economists say the republic 
`” fas virwally no föreign reserves 
` and unofficial estimates say up to 
half the labor force is out of work. 

Milosevic may try to find a 
quick solution, by selling off nfra- 
structure to enable him to pay sala- 
ries, but his party is discredited 
and Serbia needs a long tem solu 
tion. 

He's comered and I don’t see a 
way out. .. Historically he is dead, 
1 (Ranta) 


prepara: 

tions for a currency board, a tough 

fixed exchange rate regime which 

Ian e al o 

will severely restrict government 

social spending and bring new job 
losses. 

The main opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces (UDF), which 
is expected to win a majority in 
Parliament, currently enjoys 
strong support after its campaign 
against the socialists. 

But elections are stil two 
montbs away, and polls show the 
` protests were fuelled more by eco- 
nomic hardship ‘and opposition to 
the socialists than by support for 
the UDF. 

The question is not so much 
how big their majority is as how 
stable it is, Krustevy said. 

‘The UDF is negotiating with its 
allies on whether to put up joint 
lists of candidates. It has said it 


money or. the. time to organize 
them. 
Opinion polls put support for 
the socialists at an all-time low but 
they are expected to claw back 
some votes by the election to form 


` @ sbstantial minority ity in Parlia 


ment. 

. They face some competition 

fromthe new Euro-left movement, 
ing socialist dissid and 


BELGRADE — Serbia’s political . 
turmoil may have subsided. for . 
now but the’ protests could. tarn. 
into socifl and economic unrest, 
posing problems for President Slo- 
bodan. Milosevic and the opposi- 
tion alike, commentators say. 
The opposition, which inspired’ 
thousands of people t0 march dally 
for three cold months to demand 
recognition of Its gains in local 
. elections, has won ifs first bane. 
But the next fight may well be 


Bea ag re 


later this year. 

We are going to have social and 
economic marches, the teachers’ 
protest is a clear sign of it. The 
nature of protest is going to change 


omy has been idle, big industrial 


some years. We are feeling the 


Ris the same groblem for. ' 


Milosevic and for the opposition. ` 


The country has been drained by 
sapctionz and its war policy. Peo- 
ple bave expressed the will for 
change bıt we now lack thie. mate 
rial basis t0 go through with that 
change. 

The opposition, in the form of 
a three-party coalition called Za- 


ruary 13, makes frequent appear- 
ances to explain Bulgaria's 


problems anil How be hopes .to’ 


resolve them — a very different 


style from his socialist predeces- 


sor Zhan Vilenov, who was rarely 
seen until the final weeks of his 
t's an end $o the. arrogance of 

power, said Ivan Krustev of the 


agai. ceuter for Hberal 
strategies. Sofianski is playing the 


. goog ia ying to ip is nly 


. bread aid fuel shortages, ane of 


“thie goverumenls main Ttaşks is tO 
` attract xema funding suspended 
because of the socialists” failure to 

A Worid Bank mission îs Cur- 


..„. TERY in Sofa, and Inemational 
` Monetary Frnd IMF) negotiators 


are due nexî week. 
.. Be European Union meets n 


. Braseels to disenss mobilizing 
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safety layers. for 
automotive and architectural . 
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EDINBURGH, United Kingdom (February 26): Dr. Ron James (), managing director of PPL Therapeutics 
at the Roslin Institute, Edinbourgh discusses with Dr. Lan Wilmuth the world’s first adult animal dored 


through nuclear transfer February 23. The team claim the breakthrough will help in understanding 
human and animaî diseases like cystic fibrosis, emphysema, BSE and CJD. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


vantage of it," said Alexander 
Capron, a member of tie presi- 
dential panel and professor of law 
and medicine at the University of 
Southern California. AFD 


stepped in, according to officials. 

“But if cloning is possible in 
other countries, it would be hard 
to prevent Americans from leav- 
ing the United States to take ad- 


human embryo research would 
prevent cloning research in iabo- 
ratories supported by federal 
funds, but private labs could go 
ahead with it unless Congress 


Scientists Manipulate Plant 
Genes to Grow Supercrops 


ا ا 
feeding habits of the Colorado‏ 
potato beetle, one of the uuost‏ 
damaging insects to U.S. potato‏ 


in the next four years, Mor- 
santo plans to commercialize an 
array of new biotechnology prod- 


stery, 


glass, rr rea CEE 


(RRS) could cause allergies in 
humans as well as “genetic pol- 
lution” of natural plants. 

Soybean oil and protein are 
contained in 60 percent of all 
processed foods. 

“Monsanto is creating organ- 
isms that would never occur natu- 
rally even through 
crossbreeding. They’re taking a 


CHESTERFIELD, Missouri — 
Young scientists at Monsanto 
Co.'s research Center here are 
firing particle guns to blast ge- 
netic material into plant embryos 
in order to grow improved varie- 
ties of wheat or corn. 

Other researchers are using a 
naturally occurring bacterium 
called as an alternative rote to 


introduce desirable genetic traits gamble with the environment, 
into plants, such as built-in resis- ` it animal and human health,” 
tance to herbicides or insecti- Fitzgerald told AFP. 

It's all part of cutting-edge “Nonsense,’" retorted Mon- 
biotechnology work on a wide santo spokeswoman Karen Mar- 
‘Monsanto is creating organisms that would never 


occur naturally even through cross-breeding. Theyre 
taking a gamble with the environment, with animal and 


shall. “If you take our soybean 
for example, we made more than 
1,806 tests over a 10-year period. 
Ht has been approved by regula- 
tory authorities around the 
world." 

Despite its protests, Green- 
peace has failed to persuade the 
majority ‘of Midwest farmers to 
avoid planting and selling Mon- 
santo’s RRS. 


Experts here also dismiss ` 


Greenpeace’s fears as un- 


Using state-of-he-art equip- 
ment, the Hife sciences centers 
1,260 scientists and support PEr- 
sonnel are duplicating all types of 


climate in he world to grow ge- ٠ 


in the insectary, entymologist 
Jay Pershing and his colleagues 
are rearing 12 different types of 


human health.” 


range of crops — soybean, corn, 
potatoes, cotton or oilseed rape 
— being corducted at this 100- 
hectare (2S0-acre) facility, nes- 
tled in the wooded bills of eastern 
Missouri, 40 kilometers (25 
miles) west of St. Louis. 
Despite vociferous opposition 
from environmentalist groups, 
Monsanto, a chemical giant 
tured biotechnology pioneer, is 
pressing ahead with genetic ma- 
nipulation to develop soybeans 


“There are veiy good means 
of dealing with crop pests. Ge- 
netic engineering is not one of 
them,” said Chicago-based 
Greenpeace spokesman Beth 
Fitzgerald, who warned that 
Monsanto's genetically altered 
“roundup ready’" soybeans 
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To Clone Or Not to Clone? 


wil nat he a human clone," add- 
ing that there should he 1x duuhts 
abour the ethics of the niatter. 

In Canada. Patricia Baird. 
president of a royal commission 
of inquiry on new reproduction 
techstiques. said, “I's worrying. 
hecause lis is one very vivid 
instance of why we need Himits 
and an accountahle management 
system in the wlıole area of new 
reproductive technologies.” 

In France, the National [usti- 
tute for Agricultural Research 
said it was "resolutely opposed 
to any use of cloning techniques 
un humans,” adding ‘‘“We can 
imagine all kinds of slip-ups. ” 

Jean-Francois Mattei, a mem- 
ber of France’s National 
Bioethics Commission, called for 
the United Nations to establish 
international rules on the matter. 

But others maintained that 
cloning may be acceptable and 
important for matters of agricul- 
tural research. 

“Irs been what animal breed- 
ers have always wanted to do," 
said Jack Rutledge, chairman of 
Animal Sciences Department at 
University of Wisconsin. “The 
advantage of the process is that 
potentially you could clone an 
individual hundreds of times or 
thousands of times.” 

In the United States, a current 
ban on using federal money for 


son why yuu would do this,” 
Wilmut said uf human cloning. 

“We would all find it ethically 
cumpletely unaccrptahle and 
wuuld not do it and in fact it İs 


illegal in he UK already." 

Wilmut’s team said he clOnR- 
ing hreakthrvugh would be bene- 
ficlul u understanding human 
and animal diseases like cystiu 
fihrosis, emphysema and bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy. Or 
“mad cow" disease. 

Wilmut added, “We are de- 
lighted to see that President Clin- 
ton is getting people to think 
about it." 


*‘While this technological ad- 
vancce could offer potential bene- 
fits in such areas as medical 
research and agriculture, it also 
raises serious ethical questions, 
particularly with respect to the 
possible use of this technology to 
clone human embryos, '* Clinton 
said in requesting a review by the 
National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission. 

“It's a very troubling sub- 
ject," said White House spokes- 
man Michael McCurry. adding 
that Clinton was prompted to ac- 
tion by “the very startling news 
from Scorland. ` 

ln Germany, Research Minis- 
ter Juergen Ruertgers said, 
‘There should not be and there 


WASHINGTON — To clone or 
mot to clone? [Imaginations 
arvund the world ran wild ex- 
ploring possibilities as Jebate o 
laboratory copying of large Marl” 
mals spilled from acadentia into 
mainstream society. 

As scientists digested Hews 
that researchers in Scorland suc- 
vessfully cloned an adult sheep. 
puliicians tvok up the issue witch 
some hailing it as 4 major tech- 
nological breakthrough and oth’ 
ers decrying if as sacrilege. 

In the United Srates, where no 
law specifically prohibits human 
cloning, President Bill Clinton 
ordered a special panel ro review 
the ethical implicarfions of he 
hreakthrough. 

Meanwhile a German govern- 
ment official culled for a ban orl 
human clone research and the 
head of a Canadian government 
biverhics panel called for urgent 
action to prevent the genetic ma- 
nipulartion of humans. 

lan Wilmut, he 52-year-old 
embryologist who led the Roslin 
Institute team that successfully 
cloned a sheep named ‘‘Doly’” 
from a single cell of a ewes 
udder, told a press conference 
that cloning humans was "'prob- 
ably’ possible but welcomed 
Clinton's call for an ethics re- 
view. 

“We can't see a clinical rea- 


British Women Eye History 
in Polar Quest 


Friday and, after a week of train- 
ing, sets out on the first leg of the 
journey. 

The last group must reach its 
goal by the end of May, when 
warming weather begins to make 
the ice floes dangerous. 

Since their selection, the 
women have undergone intensive 
physical training. Some have 
gained vearly a stone (14 Ib) in 
nauscle,. 

“We work as a team and are 
there for one another, no matter 
how difficult it might get. That is 
a great comfort, ” said Rose Ag- 
new, a teacher in London and one 
of two 50-year-olds on the expe- 
dition. 

“But the nearer it looms, the 
more realistic your thoughts be- 
come. We are headed to the Arc- 
tic. I worry, am I strong enough 
to keep going? How will I cope 
with the cold? How will it actu- 
ally feel?” 

Victoria's mother Sue, who 
battled cancer several years ago 
and at 50 is the oldest member of 
the expedition, echoed many of 
her teammates’ fears of being the 
one person to hold the group 
back, but drew comfort in the 
experience that comes with age. 

“The older you get, the more 
you can just keep going. I might 
not have the speed of a 30-year- 
old, but mentally I am very 
strong. Û'm not that worried 
about the cold because I've been 
told women have an extra layer 
of fat than men. We should be all 
right. Were very tough.’ 

“But a man couid be useful on 
the trip," she added. “We joke 
that our luxury would be to bave 
ong in our sleeping bags to help 
keep us warm." 


(Router) 


your father.” 

Hamilton approached a Brit- 
ish travel agency specializing in 
Arctic voyages last year. She de- 
cided she wanted to ınake history 
with an all-women team and then 
had to find 19 others willing to 
share the risk. 

News of the plan spread 
quickly, and Hamilton received 
more than 200 inquiries. “If it 
had not been an all women’s trip, 
most of them would probably 
have been scared away. Too 
often women are just token mem- 
bers of an expedition and not the 
most important part,’ she said. 


Survival of the Fittest 

Over two intensive survival 
weekends, the aspirants were 
whittled down to the chosen 20. 

The final selection test con- 
sisted of an absolutely hellish 
two-day outing on the English 
moors modelled on training by 
the Special Air Service (SAS), 
Britain's elite military comman- 
dos. 

Nearly everyone, Save two 
hypothermia victims, finished 
the first weekend unscathed. But 
during the second — which fea- 
tured night runs anl swimming in 
freezing waters with a rucksack - 
= the women began to crack. 

“We had to push therm to the 
limits because so much of this 


trip is going to be mental, not . 


physical. It’s about pushing on, 
never letting up,” said Hamilton. 
The women will split into five 
groups of four and form a relay 
tear, led by two professional fe- 
male guides. to cross the frozen 
ocean separating their base camp 
on the tip of Canada’s rorthwest 
territories from the North Pole. 
The first team leaves London 
for Canada's Resolute Bay on 


LONDON — They are 20 ordi- 
nary women aiming for the ex- 
traordinary — to be the first 
all-female expedition to trek 
overland to the top of the world. 

Their joumey to the North 
Pole will take them across 1,000 
km (620 miles) of frozen ocean 
as they drag 55 kg (120 Ib) sleds 
over razor-sharp ridges of ice. 

The women are not veteran 
adventurers but housewives, 
teachers, financiers, a police- 
woman, even a great niece of the 
Queen Mother. Their ages range 
from 21 to 50 and one is the 
mother of two-year-old triplets. 

“They are all very ordinary 
women wito see this as the OppOr- 
tunity of a lifetime to achieve 
something special," said 33- 
year-old Caroline Hamilton, a 
London-based film financier who 
has spearheaded the expedition, 
which the women believe is the 
largest to the pole. 

On reaching the pole, the 
women will not find a distinct 
landmark. Ice floes ou the ocean 
that covers the point shift con- 
stantly. 

“That is the beauty of i. My 
North Pole will be different from 
anyone else's," said Hamilton. 
“There is a sheer exhilaration 
from surviving in those kinds of 
conditions, "" 

Twenty-six-year-old Victoria 
Riches, who wil} be joined on dhe 
polar ice cap by her mother Sue, 
explained her motivation for 
joining an all-women endeavor: 
“We all like to think we are as 
strong as men, but are we? That's 
what dis is all about — proving 
we are the same and can do it. 

“When I told my mother I was 
doing it, she said, ‘Excellent, I'm 
going with you. Just don't tell 
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BARIPADA, India: (Feb. 24): Bodies are lined up close by the scene of a horrific fire in Baripada. Around 
200 people died in the blaze which tore through a religious ceremony attended by thousands in the 


(AFP PHOTO) 


eastern Indian town. 


($200), Georgia ($580), Liberia 
($450), Mozambique ($80), 
Somalia ($120), Sri Lanka ($640) 
and the Sudan ($480). 

Since the 1950s, more wars 
have started than have stopped. By 
the end of 1995, wars had been 
rmning in Afghanistan for 17 
years; Angola 30; Liberia 6; 
Somalia 7; Sri Lanka 11; Sudan 
12. 

The global case-load of 
refugees and displaced persons is 
growing at alarming speed. The 
number of refugees fcom armed 
conflicts worldwide increased 
from 2.4 million in 1974 to more 
than 27.4 million today, the report 
notes, with another 30 million 
people displaced within their own 
countries. Children and women 
make up an estimated 80 percent 
of displaced populations. 

(Courtesy UNICEF) 


repeated annually tor six years 
untîl the end of the civil war. 
Similarly, the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics inspired UNICEF- 
brokered truces between warring 
factions in Afghanistan (3 million 
children were vaccinated) and in 
Kurdish areas of northern Iraq 
(66.000 vaccinated) — a 
gold-medal success for all sides. 


Changing Patterns of 
Conflict: Key Statistics 


Increasingly, wars are fought 
io precisely bose countries that 
can least afford them. Of more 
than 150 major conflicts since the 
Second World War, 130 bave been 
fought in the developing world. 
The per capita gross national 
product of war-torn countries in 
1994 included: Afghanistan 
($280), Angola ($700), Cambodia 


revolutions that have torn 
traditional societies apart. The 
latter analysts point as proof to 
many African societies that have 
always had strong martial 
cultures. While fierce in battle, the 
rules and customs of those 
societies, only a few generations 
ago, made it taboo to attack 
women and children”, the report 
continues. 


Even as wars become deadlier 
for innocent civilians, it is possible 
to mitigate their effects on 
children. In El Salvador,. for 
example, beginning in 1985, 
government ana rebel forces 
agreed to three “days of 
tranquillity", during which 
250,000 small children were 
immunized against polio, measles, 
diphtheria, tetanus and whooping 


cough. This vaccine truce was 


World to Spotlight ‘Most 
Intolerable ”” Forms of Child Labor 


five years ago but bas already 
made inroads in the global 
conscience. 

Qnly this month, Pakistan 
signed an agreement with the ILO 
in Geneva to end child labor in its 
Iucrative football industry. Its 
football-making industry accounts 
for almost three-quarters of the 
one-billion-dollar world market 
and stitching and sewing the balls 
has long been a job for child 
faborers. 


Big sporting goods firms such 
as Reebok, Nîke and Adidas have 
already moved to cover themselve 

against accusations of exploiting 
child labor in developing 
countries. 

“This issue is nO 
run-of-the-mill humanirarian 
matter," Barton said. “It is a hot 


economic issue and therefore a hot 
political issue.” 

Multinationals and exporter 
countries now “need tO PrOLECt 
themselves against boycotts and 
consumer movements targetting 
entîre industries. '" 


underline the daily hell of 
children, some of them still small, 
who are forced to work as 
prostitutes. Some 400,000 to 
500,000 children are estimated to 
be involved in prostitution rings in 
India and 200,000 in Thailand. 

Others toil 14 hours per day in 
foundries, glassworks or chemical 
plants where the air is badly 
polluted, labor in plantations to 
pay off family debts or are 
employed as domestic help, like 
the estimated five million child 
servants in Indonesia. 

Many fail to reach adulthood, 
though no reliable figures are 
available on the mortality rate 
among these children. 

Officials however estimate that 
120 million children aged between 
five and 14 are forced to work 
worldwide, 250 million if 
after-school work is included. 


“This conference is targetting 
the most intolerable forms of child 
labor," Barton said. “We believe 
there is no economic justification 
whatsoever for these kinds of child 
labor. 

We believe whatever the level 
of development or under 
development of that society, no 
one is so poor it cannot afford to 


target these practices for 
immediate eradication. 

The issue of child labor hit de 
intemational scene little more than 


AMSTERDAM — How to 
eliminate “the most intolerable 
forms” of child labor, such as 
prostitution and slavery, will be at 
the center of talks between 

ministers and donor 


organizations from across the 


globe at a conference opening here 


, Wednesday. 


The spotlight at the two-day 
talks will fall on the milfions of 
children woridwide caught in the 
web of prostitution, 
child-trafficking, slavery, debt 
bondage and work in dangerous 
environments and industries that 
kills an unknown number of 

rs each year. 

The International Labor 
Organization (LO) and the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are 
expecting ministers from the 
principal countries concerned — 

Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, India, 
Kenya, the Philippines, Tanzania 
and Thailand — to attend along 
witb leading donor groups. 


“There are certain types of 
child labor which are so obnoxious 
that they ought to be eliminated 
immediately," ILO spokesman 
Michel Barton told AFP at its 
headquarters in Geneva. 

“We are calling for 
mobilization of public 
awareness,” he stressed. 


The conference, sponsored by 
the Dutch government, hopes tO 


> 
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Patterns o of: Conflict: Civilians Are 
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Now the Target 


س ی س م 
Civilian fatalities in wartime havé climbed from 3 per-‏ 
cent at the tuirt ûf the cênlury ... ta more than 90 percent‏ 


In Mozambique, wartime 
damage to schools has left two 
thirds of 2 million 
primary-school-age children with 
no access to education. 

Sexual abuse is also appearing 
more often as a systematic policy 
of war,: deployed to terrorize 
civilian communities. In some 
raids during the carnage in 
Rwarda in 1994, virtually every 
adolescent girl who survived 
militia attack was later raped. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
rape of teenage girls was 
systematized into a deliberate 
policy. It has been estimated that 
more than 20,000 women have 
been raped since the Balkan war 
began in 1992. 

The technology of war has also 
changed in ever more deadly 
ways. İInexpensive new 
lightweight weapons have made it 
tragically easy to use children as 
the cannon-fodder of modern 
warfare. 

In Uganda, an AK-47 — which 
is simple enough for a child of 10 
to strip and reassemble — can be 
bought for the same price as a 
chicken, and in Mozambique for a 
bag of maize. Thanks to such 
innovations, by the late 1980s 
adults had put guns in the hands of 
as many as 200,000 children under 
the age of 16 in 25 countries. As 
soldiers, children are often 
considered the most expendable: 
during the Iran-Iraq war, child 
soldiers were sent out abead in 
waves over minefields. 

What are the causes underlying 
modern armed conflict, with its 
empbasis on victimizing children 
and otber civilians? ‘The sense of 
dislocation and chaos that 
characterizes contemporary armed 
conflicts can be attributed to many 
different factors”", says the report. 

“Some observers point to 
cataclysmic political upheavals 
and struggles for control over 
resources in the face of 
widespread poverty and economic 
disarray. Others see the 
callousness of modern warfare as 
a natural outcome of the social 


jme Minister Benjamin 
Amman. Talks during the visit were expected to focus on Israeli 
proposal to build the 6,500-home Jewish neighborhood of Har 


(AFP PHOTO) 


în the zoars of the 1990s. 


made up an appalling 49 percent of 
all civilian casualties; Red Cross 
workers found that children’s 
bodies bore marks of having been 
systematically executed with a 
bullet through the tenple. In 


Sarajevo in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, almost one chiid in 
four has been wounded. 


` “Any and all tactics are 

employed, from systematic rape, 
to scorched earth tactics that 
destroy crops and poison wells, to 
ethnic cleansing and genocide”, 
the report says. 

In war, children usually have 
little choice but to share the same 
horrors as their parents. As wars 
take on an ethnic, tribal or 
children may find themselves the 
objects of genocidal violence. As 
one political commentator 
ymeally expressed it in a 1994 

radio broadcast before violence 
eropted in Rwanda, “To kill the 
big rats, you bave to kill the little 
rats." 

“Not only are large numbers of 
children killed aud îirjüred, but 
countless others grow up deprived 
of their material and emotîonal 
needs, including the structures that 
give meaning to social and cultural 
life", the report says. “The entire 
fabric of their societies — their 
homes, schools, health systems 


.and religiûus institutions — are 


torn to pieces.” 

Even humanitarian activities 
that were once safe from attack arê 
now treated as legitimate 
“military objectives”. Relief 
convoys, health clircics and 
feeding centers have all become 
targets. Aud when food supplies 
run short or water is contaminated 
during wartime, it is usually 
children who suffer most. In 
Somalia, balf or more of all 
children under age five who were 
alîve on Jamary 1, 1992 were 
dead by the end of the year. 


f conflict that include de- 


liberate attacks against civilians are ` 


primary targets of war. 

Amed conflict kills and 
malîms more children than 
söldiers”, notes a new United 
Nations report by Graca Machel, 
the secreltary-general"s expert on 
the impact of armed conflitt on 
children. 


-“It is a basic need of children - 
„to be protected when conflicts 


threaten, and such protection 


Modern warfare is often less a 
matter of confrontatîon between 
professional armies than one of 
grinding struggles between 
military axd cîvîlians in the same 
country, Or between hostile groups 
of armed civilians. 

More and more wars are 
essentially low-intensity internal 
conflicts, and they are lasting 
longer. The days of set-piece 
battles between professional 
soldiers facug off in a field far 
from town are Jong gone. Today, 
wars are fought fram apartment 
windows and in the lanes of 
villages and suburbs, where 
distinctions berween combatant 
and nonrcombatanr quickly melt 
away. 

Civilian fatalities in warime 
climbed from 5 percent at the tarn 
of tbe century to 15 percent during 
the First World War, to 65 percent 
by the end of the Second World 
War and to more than 90 percerit 
iı the wars of he 1990s. 

Children are vot spared. It is 
estimated that 500,000 
under-five-year-olds died as a 
result of armed conflicts in 1992 
alone. In Chechnya, between 
February and May 1995, children 


AMMAN, jordan (Feb. 23): jordan’s ETT 


Natanyabu at the Royal Palace In 
construction plans, particularly a 
Homa in East Bajt-uî-Moqaddas.’ 


ل 


, You forgive me ia this night and at this bour 


— whether I have hidden it or announced it, 
1 whether Î have concealed it or manifested itl — 


` Supplication û 


My Allah and my Master! So I ask Yon 
by the power You have apportioned 
And the decision which 
You have determined and imposed, 
and through which 
You have overcome him toward 
whom it has been put into effect — that 


every offense I have committed, 
every sin I have performed, 

every wicked thing I have concealed, 
every folly I have enacted . 1 


every evil act which You have commanded 

the Noble Writers to record, 

those whom Yon have appointed to watch 

over every action of mine 

and whom You have made, 

along with my limbs, witness agaiust me. 
And Tou are Yourself the Watcher 

over me from behind therm, 


and the Witness of what is hidden Form them, 


but throagh Your Mercy You concealed it 
and through Your Bouaty Yon veiled it. 
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Interview With 
Director 
Mahasti Badi’i 


TEHRAN — Cinema director and 
filmmaker Ms. 

Mahasti badi’i said here Tues- 
day that filmmaking is a tightly 
demanding profession, one which 
not everyone is able to handle. She 
added that it is necessary for 
women to face up to problems, 
tackle thera and make further suc- 
cess in the field. 

Criticizng those who want to 
move against the trend, sie said, 
"We must respect tbe system that 
we ourselves have created and ob- 
serve its rules and reguiarions.” 
Drawing a comparison between 
activities and role of Iranian 
women engaged in cinema ipdus- 
try before aud after the victory of 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the 
Iranian director told IRNA that 
before the Islamic Revolution, 
there was no opportmity and POS- 
sibility for the female artists who 
were loyal to Islamic, ethical and 
moral values. 

On the contrary, today any as- 
piring woman with talent can enter 
the profession. The road is open to 
theron, she concluded. 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The 15th Fajr Thea- 
ter Festival started its work on 
Feb. 21 in Tehran. Taking iuto 
consideration the latest changes in 
the mem of ıe festival and form- 
ing different sections including 
competion, special, and quest 
sections, indicate that the organiz- 
ers of the festival are bound to pay 
much attention to the amateur and 
township theaters this ime. 

In this category, therefore, pro- 
fessional theater stands on the 
sideline of the festival not as a 
focus of attention as ever before. 

The competition section in- 
cludes 38 plays, 18 of which are 
from the townships and the other 
20 from Tebran. Seven plays are 
on the menu of the special section 
and 30 plays fll ont fhe quest 
section mem. 

On the whole, 75 plays are on 
the meu of the 15th theater festi- 
val, all of which will go on stage 
in 12 theater halls. 

On the sideline, Street Theater 


(And I ask You) that You bestow upon me an 
abundant share of every good You send down, 


: the most attractive plays ever gone 
on stage during the past recent 
years. We will have a comprehen- 


sive report and critique on this kindness You confer; 
a e the festival concludes goodness You unfold; 
provision You spread out; 


The other play of the first day, 
"Douran-e Bigonahi" (The Era of 
Innocence) by Dr. Gotbaddin 
Sadeghi, narrates the story of three 
generations in Kurdistan, who 
have been burdened with great 
losses during different wars in the 
course of history. The play drops 
curtain focusing on the chemical 
attack of Iraq on Halabcheh. 


sin You forgive or error You cover. 


about with the Spring Festival 


"Aahoo, the Gil gf the Sun 
Cit", from Yazd written and di- ۰ 
rected by Sa’id Shahryar, went on ي‎ 
stage with the traditional style act 
Elham Pavenezhad (R) and Shahin Alizadeh in » “The Era f and story telling. The play is on 
Innocence" the presence and courage of Ira- 
nian women in the resistance 
Section, with 12 plays on the Of the important plays went O. ryovements against foreign invad- 
meru, gave some outdoor activi- stage on the first day of the fesi- ers (Mongols). م‎ 
ties to the festival. val, we should refer to Eshqabad And finally, the psychological 
Also the second gathering on a (The Lovelorn), written anid di- "pargar" (The Compass), di- 
Survey of Drama in Iran, attended rected by Davood Mir Baqeri. Re€- rected by Yadollah Karimi, was 
by Irarian theater experts, was garding the characteristics Of another important play went on 
held during the festival. drama in Iran, this play is one Of screen so far. “ 
SHAFAGH 
1 Lion Dance 1 
shopping, such as firecrakers for Spring Festival couplets were... 
TEHRAN —~ The Spring Festival kids... The whole nation is full of originated from “Taf”, pêa o" 
is the most important traditional festival atmoshphere. wood charms against evil, hung onl + 
festival with the longest history, For thousands of years mımer- ; the gate on the lunar New Years xt, 
the grandest occasion of all Chi- ous customs have been coumected Bve in ancient times, dating back :., 
nese nationalities. All the Chinese with the Spring Festival Such as to fhe Spring and Autumn Period ; 5 
officially have tıree days holiday. cleaning the house, stickmg New _ more than 2000 years ago). If iS %,, 
.It marks the beginning of the kınar Year pictures, pasting Spring Fes- the custom for people t0 stay UP i, 
year (The date varies from year tt _tival couplets on the gate posts or ا ا ابا‎ 2 
: . 1 : year from the later half of Jannary door panels before the Spring Fes- ° night. The members af a mily} ‘i, 
to the first half of February.), a LE O a a opie O OP E 3 
hence it is called, "Nar Jie” or the eve Spring Festiva fices to the ancestors, i ا‎ 
Extravagant masterpieces, sensuous skills, heady Year Festival family get together sapper charac members of fhe. yowmger geneity 
tribals and bewildering flatweaves and super specials! ie Spring Festival falls in . . terized with large meals and dis _ ton kowtowed to their chs 1 
Au hes 8 ر‎ Winter, an agricultural slack sea play of fireworks: paying New celebrate the hmar New Yeats 
se alanî 8 Ore ا‎ 2 0 e son, therefore, people have more Year calls; enjoying Chinese Eve wile fhe eldeis were sup, Fg ^ 
ا ك ج‎ =¬ time to corkhuct all kinds of activi- dumplings. Dances, dragon posed to give children money a8 1%... 2 ب‎ 
ties. Two weeks before the fest- dances and stilt-walking, visiting _New'’Year gift. Then the whol; 
val, every household is busy with flower markets and so on and so. family ate dumplings stuffed wil: 
ٍ ٣ جا‎ ٍ preparations for ا‎ festival. forth. , ` meat (raozi). E 
- Shops are decorated lanterns The highlight of the activities -. angao, made .of rice flour) fx H 
# 12 ا‎ YAMÎN, Grand Bazaar, Tela imin rp rr before the New Year concentrates 
vendors?” one on the Eve of the Spring Festival. ة‎ 
Tel: (009821) 5634307 Fax: (009821 ) 5382407 another.. People joyously bustle Every household will post Spring “na 


Indian EM Arrives 


in Tehran 


rian Foreign Minister Kumar 
Gujral arrived in Tehran for the 
Ninth Conmission of Iran-India. 


Head of 
Iran-Azerbaijan 
Friendship 
Association 
Assassinated 


resident of the I[ran-Azer- 

baijan Friendship associa- 
tion professor Zia Bonyadov was 
assassinated by unidentified ğun- 
nıen in Baku. 


SEUHFCAY, 


Iran, India, 
Turkmenistan Sign 
Transit Deal 


ran, India and Turkmenistan 

signed a tripartite transit ağree- . 
ment, facilitating transit of goods 
and services among them. The tri- 
partite agreement was signed at a 
ceremony with the participation of 
the foreign ministers of three COoun- 
tries. 


Funeral Service 
Held for Martyr 


© body of martyr Seyed 
Mohammad Ali Rahimi, 
bead of Iran's Cultural Center in 
Multan, Pakistan, was buried in 
Tehran. 


President Says Iran 
Expected to 
Manufacture 
Airplane Soon 


CP rites: Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said despite the 
dependence on aviation industry 
and the embargo imposed on Iran, 
Iran is expected to enter into the 
arena of marmufacturing airplane. 


State Inspectorate 
Guarantor of 
Government Organs 
Sound Function 


ie Leader of the Islamic Revo- 
lution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, in a meeting with the 
officials of the State Iaspectorate 
Office considered careful supervi- 
sion over the E s different 

organizations and proper presenta- 
tion of the problenis and and shoricon-= 
ings as the two major duces of the 
organizarion and viewed the or- 
ganization as the guarantor of 
sound function of he goverqment's 
different organs. 


and 


Tehran Times Weekend Issue 


ای ج ی یوی یی ی یک ی و ا کک ی 
THU. FEB:27, 1997; ESFAND 9, 1375; SHAVAL 19, 1417‏ 


IRAN IN HIGHLIGHT 


Social Justice, Key 
Factor in 25-Year 
Plan 


CP eesiien Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said that with its 
huge natural and vast energy rê- 
sources, cultural instruments and 
outstanding geographical position, 
Iran can be a good supporter fOr 
implementation of the new Islamic 
Civilization Project for he year 
1400 Hejira. 


Habibi, 
Stepþhanopouos 
Discuss 
Tehran-Athens Ties 

ranian Vice President Hassap 
Habibi and Greece's President 
Costis Stephanopouos exchanged 
views on bilateral and regional and 


intemational developments during 
his vivit ta Athens. 


7 Martyred in 
Attack on Iran’s 
Cultural Center 


rmed terrorists of Sipah-i- 

Sahaba attacked the Iranian 
Cultural Center in tbe east central 
Pakistani city of Multan and killed 
head of Iran's Cultural Center 
Seyed Mohammad Ali Rahimi and 
six local staff members. 


Foreign Ministry 
Summons Pakistani 
Ambassador 


rans Foreign Ministry sum- 

moned Pakistani Ambassador 
to Tehran, Khalid Mahmood in 
Protest against the terrorist attack 
on Iranian Cultural Center and 
called on Pakistani government to 
take immediate steps to bring tO 
justice the perpetrators of the SaV- 
are aC. 


Tajikistan Peace 
Tals Wind £ 


ajik President Imomali 

: and the opposi- 
tion leader Abdullah Nouri signed 
a historical peace agreemerrt in the 
holy ciry of Mashhad. 


O 


Tens of Thousand 
Protest French 
Gouvernment’s 

Immigration 
Crack 


he French government pre- 

pared for a new parliamen- 
tary debate on its tough anti 
immigration bill after an impres- 
sive protest campaign that has em- 
barrassed ministers culminated at 
the weekend in a mass march by 


„tens of thousand 


Fire in Religious 
Meet Kills Z00 
People 


ore than 200 people were 

killed in a massive fire in 
a Hindu religious gathering in 
Madhuban town in eastern India, at 
least 500 others were burnt from 
the fire, 


Kalima Falls to 
, Rebels as New 
Bombing Raids 
Reported 
©- town of Kalima and its 
refugee camp in eastern 
Zaire fell to rebels, amid reports 
that dozens had been killed in new 
air raids against rebel positions. 
Yeltsin Ventures 
Out Beyond the 
Kremlin Walls 
ussian President Boris Yelt- 
sin stage a comeback on the 
political and diplomatic front, in- 
tended at silencing rumors and 


speculation about his state of 
health. 


China Shows Deng 
Xiaoping to the World 


Co unidentified gunmen riding 

a motorcycle shot and killed a 
senior provincial government offi- 
cial in a suspected sectarian attack 
in Lahore. 


130 Tamil 
Refugees Drown on 
Boat to India, 
Military Plane 
Crashes 


ome 130 Tamil refugees flee- 

ing for neighboring India 
drowned when their boat capsized 
shortly before elite troops captured 
a key highway from rebels in 
northem Sri Lanka. Meanwhile a 
military transporter crashed just 
outside the Sri Lankan capital, kill- 
ing at least four soldiers and injur- 
ing 45. 


Cheer New 


Rally 


bout 150,000 demonstrators 

thronged central Belgrade 
late into the night to celebrate the 
end of 50 years of communist and 
socialist rule in the Serbian capital 
and to welcome new mayor. 


N.Korea Reports 
Defense Minister 
Dead 
orth Korea announced the 


deatk of its Defense Minis- 
ter Choe Kwang, 78. 


Rwandans Flee 


Kalima Refugee 
Camb 


O me thousand: Rwan- 
dan refugees fled the Kalima 


Camp in eastern Zaire less than a 
week after it opened, amid uncon- 
firmed reports of new fighting in 
the area. 


Taleban Detain 
Two French 
Nationals 
© Taleban militia detained 

two Frenchmen working 
with the French-based hamagitar- 
ian group Action Contra la Faim. 


ي 
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Deng Xiaoping 
Dies at 22 


from rank poverty to a burgeoning 
economic superpower, while 
world leaders paid tribute to him 
for freeing the world’s most popu- 
lous nation from its socialist shack- 
les. Deng, 92 and in the advanced 
stages of Parkinson’s disease, died 
of respiratory failure. 


Peru Government, 
Rebels End Fourth 
Round of Talks 


3 1/2 hours at a Red Cross safe 


. house. 


Friday, frbruary 31 3i 


“North Korea to 
Attend Peace. Talks 
Briefing 

orth Korea will attend a 
briefing on proposed four- 
way peace talks im New York on 


March 5, a North Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 
Serbian Opposition 
Comes to Power in 
Belgrade 
erbîa”s opposition took power 
in he Belgrade City Assem- 
bly for the first time in 50 years, 
tbe crowning achievement of three 


months of street protest agaiast 
President Slowdown Milosevic. 


N.Korea Appoints 
New Acting 
Premier 


orth Korea announced the 


appointment of Vice Pre- 


one of the most powerful figures in 
the country’s power structure. 
New Prime 
Minister Named in 
Madagascar 


adagascar’s President 
Pascal Rakotomavo as the new 
prirme minister of the large Indian 
Ocean island republic. 


TUESDAY, FEBRU: A4RY 18 


31 Killed in Algeria 


fl iris amed wih guns, 
axes anû swords massacred 
31 people overright iı a mountain 
hamdet in northern Algeria. 


Lebanese woman was killed 

and two other civilians 
wounded in. Israeli shelling of a 
village in soutbern Lebanon. 


utinesday, Februar 14 
Rifkind Calls On 
European Leaders 
to "Come Clean" on 
Greater Unity 
Bits Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind argued 
forcefully against further Euro- 
pean political integration in a major 
speech in Germany, and called on 
EU leaders to come out and say 
what kind of Europe hey want. 
Japanese Red Army 
Member Arrested 


SS 
E 2 ر‎ 


8. ozo Okamoto, he Japanese 
و‎ KEE Army member ar- 
rested iı Lebanon, was tbe sole 
guarvivor ınong the three Japanese 
gunmexr who killed 26 and 
wounded 80 in a May 1972 attack. 
ûu Tel Avîv’s Lod Airport. 


Alliance Launches 
Attack on Taleban 


ores loyal to a Shin Muslim. 
faction have atracked the 
Taleban militia nortrwest of Af- 
ghax capital Kabul. 
Israel Orders 
Demolition of UN 
Refugee Bıilding 


sazê! has orj-red the demdli- 

tan of x UN buliding meart fo 
serve 2 a school for Palestoian 
refogees in the West Back, saying 
the siroctae was bil without a 
permit. 
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there is no reason he can’t work a 
household appliance, '" notes Scott 
Coltrane, a sociologist at Univer. 
sity of California, Riverside. 

Adapî. When trying to resoive 
the chore wars, look at the total 
picture -- not just vacuuming, 
child care aud yardwork, but the 
"*invisible”” chores such as re- 
menıbering family birthdays, ar- 
ranging social outings, coaching 
soccer. Who takes care of the car? 
The garden? **Wher a couple 
swaps lists of everything each did 
that week, they can be amazed a! 
how xauch the other accomplished. 
Sometimes they see things are 
more fair than they realized,’ says 
Chambliss. 

Say "‘thark you." Every week- 
end Jon Levine, a ımiversity Pro- 
fessor, makes a special pancake 
breakfast for lis wife, Claudia 
Cryer, and their three children. 


. “One weekend 1 watched him as 


he flipped the pancakes and enter- 
tained the kids, and it struck me 
that, as hard as I work iui ûe 
house, be puts in a lot of effort 
too,"" Cryer says. “Now I make it 
a point to thank him, and get the 
kids to show appreciation too." 


Recognizing each other’s ef- 
forts is a key factor in forging 
happy working relationships. in 
the final analysis, the division of 
labor doesn’t have 1o be exactly 
equal. Says Gary Kiger, head of 
the Sociology Department at Utah 
State University in Logan, '“What 
matters is that neither side feels 


„(Courtesy the Reader’s Digest) 


Help at Home 


he can program a VCR or fix acar, 


part of me truly believed that this 
mature, intelligent man would let 
us go to wrack and ruin if I didn’t 
direct his every move. 

1 shouldn't have been surprised 
that Bill’s enthusiasm waned. Fî- 
nally, he sat me down and said, ““If 
you want me to do this, BACK 
OFF.’ 

Now that the’ job is truly his, 
Bill takes full responsibility. And 
guess what? No checks have 
bouuced and no creditors come 
calling. In fact, his system makes 
more sense than mime. 

Quit the ‘‘“don’t know how" 
game. ‘I never learned how to g0 
to the grocery store,’”’ Harry 
Crowe, an interior landscaper in 
Dallas, tells his wife, Caroline. 

How to get around the incom- 
petercy defense? Don't play into 
it. When he tums the laundry pink, 
lêt him wear pink underwear. ““If 
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police sergeant Steven Moss real- 
ized how much he enjoyed cooking 
after he did more of it for his 
police captain wife ard three chil- 
dren. “‘It’s relaxing, creative and 
I can make whatever I want,'" be 
says. 

Dan Kert of Atlanta cleans the 
bathrooms and vacumms the house 
because he likes them done his 
way. ‘“Maybe it comes from being 
a lawyer, bıt Î get very partîcu- 
lar." 

Surprise! It Works. Dividing 
up household chores with your 
over the Dreamland ones. 

Back off. Many women say 
they want their husbands t0 take 
responsibility, but then have 
trouble letting go. When my hus- 
band took over the checkbook, a 
chore Y'd always done, 1 would 
hang over his shoulder and say, 
““That’s not the right way!’” Some 


CUVSSECUOSS 


` Can you fit all the listed words into their correct places in the grid? 
We've entered one word 10 give you a start. 


EDGE, ESPY, FAIK, LASH, LIMP, 
MOAT, NOOK, ONUS, PREY, 


ENSUE, GRACE, NAVAL, OVINE, 

„ SCANT, SLAVE, THYME. 

ACIDIC, AILING, BREATH, 
DANGER, ENLIST, FARROW, 
. HELMET, INTEND, JARGON, 
LATENT, LEEWAY, MARINE, 
NEURON, SIGNOR, SLEUTH, 
TAILOR. o 


` ANODYNE, BRAKING, 1 
PROVOST, RESCIND, CTE 
APPEASED, DANDRUFF, 
RE 

. RI ; SENILITY, 
THEOLOGY, TRESPASS. N 


TRANSLATE, VISUAUISE 


ESCARPMENT, 


ACCEPTANCE, 
NORTHERNER, WITCHCRAFT. 

CONTRAPTION, REVALUATION, 
MELODRAMATIC. 


"‘Equals make requests, not de- 
mands or accusations,"” says 
Karen Blaisure, a psychologist at 
Western Michigan University in 
Kalamazoo. Instead of "‘Are you 
blind? Can't you see those stacks 
of laundry?'’ or “‘You always 
duck out and leave me with he 
work,” Blaisure suggests some 
thing more specific, such as, ‘I 
want us to take turns with the 
laundry." 

Spell i! ouf. Some women hope 
their husbands will pick up or a 
loud sigh over an unmade bed or a 
door slammed on a messy room. 
‘““That's the fantasy of mental te- 
lepathy,'' says Georgia Witkin, 
professor of psychology at New 
Yorks Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine. ‘‘“But people can’t know 


You both work, but only 
one of you cleans house. 
How can you even the load? 


what you want until you tell them. 
it’s that simple." 

“‘“Negotiate a 
package that both can live with or 
it's not going to work,’” says 
Pennsylvania State sociology Pro- 
fessor Alan Booth. : 

Karen Clark, a computer con¬ 
sultant in Knoxville, Tenn., gets 
frustrated when she comes home 
to find peanut butter smeared on 
the kitchen counter. Her husband, 
Brooks, feels that there are more 
important things than an immacu- 


single minute playing baseball 
with my daughter for all the folded 
napkins in Martha Stewart's ware- 
house,’" he declares. 

To get out of this impasse, the 
Clarks try to maintain a minimum 
standard they both can agree on. 
Karen divides cleaning into three 
categories: Important, Sort of Im- 
portant and Dreamland. Brooks 
has promised to help stay on top of 


thé Important jobs, and Karen is . 


forcing herself not to get crazy 
their children, husband and wife 
are drawn irto a daily intimacy 
from which a strong marital love 
can grow.” 

After Colette and Ron Sherouse 
of Los Angeles had a daughter, 
Rebecca, everything to do with the 
baby or the house automatically 
became Colette’s job. *‘‘“For a year 
I walked around angry, which is 
not great on a marriage,’ she con- 
fesses. Then Ron began sharing the 
chores. “‘We’re real partners 
again,’” he says. ‘““Our marriage 
and life are much better because 
neither one is taken for granted.’” 

Child care canı be especially 
rewarding. “‘It's an emotional 
roller coaster — joy one moment, 
frustration he next," says Reb 
Cole, a highschool chemistry 
teacher in Mohegan Lake, N.Y. 
**But before, fathers weren't even 
on for the ride.’ 


Berter health. **Couples should 
be fighting over who gets to mow 
the lawn,'' says psychologist 
Catherine Chambliss of Ursinus 
College in Pennsylvania. ‘‘It is a 
great cardiovascular workout.” 


Desperate for exercise that 
wouldn’t exacerbate his knee 
problem, teacher Marty Kaminsky 
of Ithaca, N.Y., took over the 
housecleaning. His wife, Martha, 
was skeptical at first, bııt he’s been 
scrubbing and vacuuming now for 
two years. “I blast tapes on my 
Walkman and get into a good 
rhythm," he says. ‘‘I can work up 
a sweat just mopping the floor.” 

Have ir your way. San Diego 


the home,’ notes Michael Leeds 


of Temple University in Philadel. 


phia, an economist who has stud- 
ied how husbands and wives 
divide up household responsibili- 
ties. He discovered that more than 
half of the husbands spent five 
hours or less each week doing 
housework; 15 percent did none at 
ali. Meanwhile, nearly half the 
wives did more than 20 hours of 
housework a week. 


What's in It for Him? While 


it is obvious why a wife would 
want a more equal chore load, why 
would a man willingly take on 
more of such unrewarding work? 
The truth is that men benefit 
greatly from sharing household 
chores. 

Marriage spark. Explains 
Boulder, Colo., psychologist Eve- 
lyn Bassoff, “‘In the course of pro- 
tecling, DUTÎuring, worrying 
about, disciplining and rejoicing in 
spouse 1s often difficult, but here 
are some tips to help establish a 
more harmonious partnership: 

Stop nagging. Nagging brings 
out he worst in everybody. “It 
makes me feel like he Wicked 
Witch of the West,'" admits 


i HE 


4 eggs 10 minutes 
ğ pint milk 


oF past summer, a typical 
day for Melissa Swarr, a 
33-year-old social worker and full- 
time college student in Toledo, 
Ohio, started with her 7:30 a.m. 
dash to get 13-year-old Danielle to 
band practice. The rush didn’t end 
until 1O p.m., after her last class. 
She was exhausted and frustrated. 
She couldn't get her husband, 
Mike, to help with household 
chores. 

*““He knows if he stalls long 
enough, T'll do dem,"' she says. 
Mike, 32, a busy architect, just 
wishes she would get off his back. 
*““T try to keep things at an even 
keel. Art times I may slack off, but 
I think I do my fair share." 

As women entered the work 
force in record numbers in the 
1970s, experts thought men, from 
necessity, would do more around 
the house. But that hasn’t been the 
case. A national study of 2528 
mothers in 1993 found rhat among 
dual-income couples, the woman 
contributes two-thirds of the total 
family time spent on housework. 

“While women are working 
more outside the home, they are 
not necessarily working less inside 


You will need ... 


Preparation time 
10 minutes 


salt and pepper to taste 


2 oz. butter or margarine 
WaterCIess 


Cooking time 
10 minutes 


from the sardines and use to spread the bread. Mash sardines 


Ce die sardines and vie to spread dhe bread Mal sar ales 


and spread on 4 of the slices. 


eat up 2 of the eggs, stir in 2 tablespoons milk. Season to taste. 
eft 1 oz. butter, stir in eggs and scramble. Cool slightly. 
Spread over the sardine mixture. Press the other 4 slices in place 
firmly. Beat up the other 2 eggs with the rest of the milk. Pour ito 
a soup plate and dip the sandwiches in this mixture (see Quick Tip 
below). Heat remaining butter in a frying pan and quickly fry the 
sandwiches on both sides until golden brown. 
Serve each sandwich decorated with washed watercress. 


r 


UCR TE 
To coat sandwiches in egg: 
pour well beaten egg on plate. 
Dip sandwiches on each side by 
using tongs. Hold up and allow to 
drain before placing in frying pan. 
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nomic process, rather than a politi- 
cal decree. 

In line with this new definition, 
not only are Thai firms sponsoring 
limited-term "projects" in village 
throughout the country, but 
preneurs are moving towards 
structural development of all types 
to enhance Thailand’s ability to 
ensure sustainable human devel- 
opment for all Thai people. 


Thailand has only just began to 
look to other developing nations 
for new strategies to make technol- 
ogy accessible to its diverse popu- 
lace. What has already become 
clear, however, is that globaliza- 
tion offers interested entrepre- 
neurs the opportunity to tap into a 
wealth of unexplored technologi- 
cal possibilities for Thailand, and 
for developing nations throughout 
the world. (Courtesy of Business 
Day, January 9, 1997.) 


and go through all the motions of 
incubating eggs even though there’ 
are none, a practice that "could be 
some kind of practice for next 
year," Vleck said. : 

She sees all this behavior as 
part of a kind of internal program- 
ing to raise young, a genetic auto- 
matic pilot that keeps them sitting 
on the nest for days even if the 
eggs have been eaten by a skua or 
stolen by a neighbor. She and her 
research team draw blood from 
about 300 penguins each season, 
catching them with nets and draw- 
ing bright-red blood from the 
bird’s neck. 

Srudies of penguin populations 
could give crucial data into climate 
changes in Antarctica. For exam- 
ple, a decline in Adelie penguins 
and an increase in another species, 
the Chinstrap, could be an indirect 
result of a slight warming in the 
Anıarctic over the past 30 years, 
said William Fraser, an ecologist 
from Montana State University 
and chief scientist ar Palmer Sta- 
tion. 

Adelie penguins prefer to spend 
the winter on pack ice, which.has 
become scarcer as the climate 
warms, while Chinstraps prefer 
open water, potentially giving 
them an advantage in the race for 
food, he said. (Courtesy af Busi= 
ness Day, Januar: 9, 1997.) 


A rural area in northern Taaland. 


tion of ‘telecommunication 
technologies to this arena repre- 
sents a long-term investment in the 
economic and social future of de- 
veloping nations. 


This focus on the private sector 
as the motor of development im- 
plies a new concept and definiton 
of development itself, away from 
outdated ideas of foreigr-ascribed 
models and toward natural mar- 
ket-driven economic strategies. 

"The government needs to step 
ir to guarantee that the capitalists 
won’t lose their shirts if they risk 
billions to provide socially useful 
goods like roads or sewers," ex- 
plaiced Tavares. "The goverm- 
ment may also need to step in when 
there is no economic incentive for 
providing a socially desirable 
good." 


Beyond these duties, however, 
government efforts should be re- 
placed by entrepreneurs who can 
render development a basic eco- 


hours and food is abundant, give 
researchers a brief look at how 
they live and interact, not always 
in a positive way. 

Penguins have been known to 
steal eggs from their neighbors or 
usurp another’s nest, take over the 
chick and raise it--odd behavior 
since "it makes no evolutionary 
sense al all," Vleck said. Males 
and females constantly defend 
their territory or try to expand it at 
neighbors’ expense, sometime 
violently. 

Vleck once saw penguins peck 
a neighbor nearly to death to try to 
carve out more nesting terTitory. 
One of the attacking birds was 
found to have unusually high lev- 
els of testosterone. 

Penguin parents cannot leave 
their offspring alone for a second 
lest they be eaten by skuas or their 
territory swiped by neighbors. 
They nest in extremely close quar- 
ters, apparently because a closer 
concentration. makes it harder for 
flying predators to grab eggs and 
chicks. A 50-yard (or meter) 
square plot can have hundreds of 
nesting pairs and there is fierce 
competition among penguins for 
the best sites. 

Not all penguins manage to find 
a mate. Those that do not "just 
kind of wander around looking 
forlorn," while others make a nest 


ing communications centers at 
very low cost. A solar collector 
plus battery costs less than $100, 
and a hand-held video phone costs 
about $200. Through these cen- 
ters, villages can have 124-hour 
access to nmuitimedia medical in- 
formation, educational informa- 
tion, political information and 


nomic impact, these tools provide 
the meaps to coordinate directly 
contributive economic activities. 
According Tavares, the market 
coordination for the selling or pur- 
chasing of crops and other goods 
is one such activity which can be 
realized cheaply and practically 
through these tools. 

WorldSpace which is headed 
by the former chief of the Interna- 
tional Telecommunications Union 
(TU), Richard Butler, is working 
education is a cornerstone of de- 
velopment, WorldSpace applica- 


Feoaltie 


Facets of Countries 
. Spotlight: Thailand 
Bridging the Urban Rural 
gap (Oia Technology 


Non-Formal Education Depart- 
ment has also begun to explore the 
possibilities for satellite comrmuni- 
cation and remote education in rmu- 
ral areas, the WorldSpace 
partnership offers a means to jump 
start the process past government 
red tape. WorldSpace has already 
negotiated experimental educa- 
tional broadcasting efforts in 
coumtries across Africa, the Mid- 
dle East and Latin America. 


While certainly an optimist, 


ogy within the context of uneven 
development. 

“In Africa, my goal is to use 
telecommunications to permit the 
majority rural population to be 


solar tecimology can be used to 
provide villages with self-sustain- 


"Penguins’ aggressiveness could be linked to testoster- 


male, who bas been fasting for up 
to a month, leaves to feed and the 
two then alternate every couple of 
days in incubating he eggs until 
the chicks hatch by late December. 
By March, when winter starts iS 
onslaught, the young are ready to 
fend for themselves. 

The " few months on 
1and, when daylight lasts about 22 


Studies cf penguin papufatiors could £ 


climate changes in Antarctica. 


`” The female lays two termis-ball 


sixed eggs in a nest made of peb- 
bles and heads out along to the 
open sea to fatten up on krill, a 
shrimp-like crustacean. 

The male, meanwhile, stays at 
bome to keep he eggs warm and 
protect hem from skuas, hawk- 
like birds that terrorize nesting 
sites. When the female returns, the 


countries and It is up to private 
sector initiatives to turn this vision 


"To my mind, the private sec- 
tor should be the lead partner n 
development efforts," said 
Tavares. "The plus sector should 
play cnly a limited role iı devel- 
opment, and the government 
should only step in when it is clear 
that market forces cannot do the 


itiatîves to look toward other de- 
veloping nations for innovative 
ideas in development. Although 
Thailand has a history of success- 
fully marrying Western influences 
with distinctly Thai ideas, new at- 
tention beng accorded non-West- 
‘ern development ideas’ is both 
, iımmovative and practical. 

Of specific interest to Tavares 
is anew partnership between Thai- 
land’s private sector and World- 


The realm of telecomımanica- 
tions is one of those rare and pow- 
erful tools which policy makers 
can use t10 bridge the gap between 
rural and urban areas," Tavares 


explained. 
While the Thai government 


cycle, followed by a more nurtur- 
ing phase when chicks hatch and 
testosterone levels crash. 

"It's extraordinary to see how 
much personality they have," 


` Vleck said, standing among hun- 
2 dreds of jabbering wide-eyed pen- 


guins on the island near the U.S. 
National Science Foundation’s 
Palmer Station research site. 
"They make a sudden shift from 
aggression and defending their ter- 
ritory early in the breeding season 
to raising and nurturing their 
chicks later on. And you can see 
hormonal changes behind that 
shift.” 

The lowa State smûy is one of 
several on Jlite-understood as- 
pects of penguins, who are notori- 
ously bard to study because they 
spend most of their lives at sea and 
breed in a tough climate. Recent 
research into another species, he 
Ergperor penguin, has shown that 
males incubate the eggs for nine 
weeks in temperatures ranging 
dowr to 60 C during winter and 
the penguins can dive down to 
2,070 feet (630 meters), making 
them possibly tie world’s deepest- 
diving birds. 

The Adelie penguin’s breeding 
cycle starts in October, wher the 
winter ice pack starts melting and 
the male and female come ashore 
fo coirt and stake Out {EITIOIY- 


4: Thailand roves one year 
closer to the new millennium 
heads are turning toward a 
new phase of national develop- 
ment. The country, with an excep- 
tionally bubblîng economy, none- 
theless remains at a strange 
Third Worlds. 

A day trip from Bangkok to the 
northeast provides a graphic illus- 
tration of the effects of uneven 
imdıustrialization. Over thè course 


of a four-hour drive, the capital's . 


gleaming skyscrapers . are left a 
world away brutally replaced by 


میس 


سو 


Democratizing 

for a good sound byte, bur can 
technology ever really become ac- 
cessîble to the rural poor? 

Indeed it can, according tO 
Silvio Tavares, an Angolan who is 
currently working as a strategic 
product manager for the American 
telecom giant AT&T. 

Tavares recently pointed to the 
new internationalism of ımarkef- 
driven economic strategies as a 
means to solve this development 
dilemma. Telecommunications 
are poised to provide the tools that 
rural people need to bridge the 


urban-rural gap in developing 


Fascinating Facts 


Fesearch Steveale & aed endeters Jide 


e 
ome surprising and at 
times unsavory secrets about peD- 
guins, those clegantly feathered 
symbols of Antarctica. 

They sical each others’ eggs 
and come close to pecking each 
other to death to defend their ter- 
ritory at remote, windswept nest 
ing sîtes like tiny Torgersen 
Island. The new research also SUg- 
ins" pugnacity at ıeîr 


calibrated by natural selection to 
give he biris’ fuffy, gray off- 
spring the best possible chance at 
surviving in a harsh environment, 
researchers say 

“The ting that most impresses 
me about the penguas šs bow at- 
tached they are to their young and 
to their nesting sites,” said Carol 


` Vleck, at. Towa Stare University 


Biood- samples from Adelie 
penguins Laken by Vleck hint at a 
hormona] drive bektiid the eceen- 
tric, at Himes violent, bekavior of 
penguins carly in their breeding 
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1 E tbe middle of writing a poem, and 
تقل د ال ا ف ی ج‎ if the mar had knocked ıne down 
and moreover I absolutely orld He was a big man, and the dog Ishouldu’t have been able to catch 


the five o” clock post. 


I gave the dog some meat and 


iocked him in the kitchen, and 


` went back to my poem. Then the 
bell rang again, and I fod two 


men on the step, both with large 


This time I didn't argue. I just 
siut the door and went and looked 
at myself in the glass. I1 was wor- 
ried. Were the dogs Teal? I went 


up to my bedroom and looked . 


down the long road that leads to 
the station. I could see six men 

Then the solution of the prob- 
lem came to me, and I looked at 
the Last and Found advertisements 


pounds reward for the return of his 
faithful, dog Ogo, who first awak- 
ened the ideas n Faithful Eyes in 
his new book of poems. 


was a big dog, and they both stood 
outside the front door and made 
noises at me. 

“FIl take the money now,’ 
ا‎ the man in a bad-tempered 


hat money is this?” I said 
politely. ‘‘Something due for milk 
supplied?’ 


‘“Nonsense,’” said the man. 
“Two pounds I want for the dog.” 

*“I don't want a dog,” I said 
uncertainly. Ours was a lonely sort 
of road, and the manu was a big sort 
of man, and it would perhaps be 
wiser to buy the dog. 

““Don'’t want the dog!"” said the 
man in an unpleasant voice. *“You 
calmly let me come here all the 
way from Hampstead with this 
cursed dog, and then tell me that 
you don’t wart him...” 

At last I1 bought the dog for 
thirty shillings. I was weak, per- 
haps, but Edith had been saying 
for a long time that we ought to 
have a dog. n any case, I was n 


you to do it... 

As a matter of fact I secretîy 
rather liked the idea; and 1 thought 
that when I absolutely forbade 
Edith to do it, she would pay the 
money herself and send in the ad- 


For some days, however, she 
did nothmg, aithough I was careful 
to keep reminding her that I had 
absolutely forbidden her to send in 
the advertisement. 
` “I expect to be obeyed in such 
matters,’” 1 said several times a 
day. Nearly always this sort of 
treatment produces the desired ef- 
fect, but you can never depend on 
a woman. Although I looked in 
The Times every moming, the ad- 
vertisement didn’t appear. Edith 
went away to stay with a sick aunt, 
and I forgot all about the matter. 

Then the event of The 
Man With the Dog. 


SAADIA: There’s a lot of beautiful 1. ا و‎ 1 
KAMAL: That's right. But a lot of people think it's full Of 2-2... ane. „.towns. 
SAADIA: I'd love to visit Japan. Pm always impressed by the quality ofJapanese 3 ............. 
KAMAL: Yes, they’re very good. Pm afraid our companies spend too much money on 
کو‎ and not enough on research. 


SAADIA: The other day I picked up a magazine to 5 


to see the dentist. It said that 6 ..........-..... the Japanese had started producing good-quality 
ا‎ . Then I looked inside my new suit and saw there was a 8 „.......--..... . with 
Japanese writing on it. So that was made in Japan too! 
KAMAL: The Japanese always scem very 9 ................ 
SAADIA: Sometimes, but not always. When my father visited Japan a few years ago, there Was 

outside Narita Airport. The farmers were very angry about something.‏ د ەتە 


. uogensuoump 0T Kddetr 
ssed ¢ Riepzaap™ $ sanpoazd g permsnpur g Arotumos [ 


6 ultimately / lately 

7 dothing / dothings 

8 mark / label 

9 glad / happy 

10 demonstration / manifestation 


Pq 8 Furmop L Are 9 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


1989 - Yugoslavia Imposes 


1991 - President Bush an 
nounces a cessation of offensive 
military action and outlines condî- 
tions that would lead to a cease- 
fire if met by Iraq. 

1992 - A bomb explodes at one 
of London's busiest train stations, 
injuring 28 people. Irish Republic 


delivers a bimt message to its Ma- 
jor economic allies, teiling them 
that the United States is putting its 
house in order and they must do 
the same. 

1994 - A bomb explodes in a 
packed Maronite Catholic church 
in Lebanon, killing nine worship- 
ers and wounding at least 60 as 
they lined up at the altar to take 
communion. 

1995 - Baring Brothers and 
Co., ore of Britain's oldest and 
most prestigious investment 
banks, goes broke when a trader 
loses more than $800 milion gam- 
bling in Asian futures markets. 

1996 - The United Nations sus- 
pends sanctions against the Bos- 
nian Serbs after NATO verifies 
that Serb forces had withdrawn 
from buffer zones. 


Shoxt Stouy 


By: D. H. Barber 


he latest book of my poems 
has not been selling very 
well -— in fact D2 of my personal 
friends and relations tell me 
they've bought it, but the publish- 
ers say only 84 copies have been 
sold. So the general public seem to 
have received it rather coldly. 
“The trouble is,’ said Edith, 
““that nobody has ever heard of 
you; and those who have heard of 
you don’t want to again. What you 
need is a little advertisement. Let 
people know that you exist and that 
you write poetry, and they will all 
rush along to the libraries and ask 
for your latest book.” 
*“But I can't just put arı adver- 


that you recommend as butler in a 
small family a ııan who has been 
in your employment for 20 


““But I haven't’ had anybody in 
my employment for twenty 
years,”” I said. ‘“And Î'vê never 
kept a butler of arly sort, as you 
know very well. And how could I 
sell more copies of my poems by 
pretending that I wanted to find 
work for a nog-existent butler who 


“You're not very bright this 
morning,” said Edith. **“Don’t you 
know that the most successful sort 
of advertisement is the sort that 
doesn’t look Hike and advertise- 
ment? You ought to do something 
Jîke this.” 

She got a piece of paper and a 
pen and wrote the folowing: 

Mr. L. Conkleshîll, the poct 
(author of Raspberry Bushes and 
Other Poems) strongly recom- 
mends as butler in a small family 
his present head man, who has 
been with him for 20 years.” 

“The idea is not bad,” I said, 
‘“‘but I refuse to do anything so 
dishonest. And if the plan didn’t 
work, it would mean money 
thrown away. 1 won’t do it myself, 


